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Your Father Abraham rejoiced 
to see my day ; and he saw it 
and was glad. 


"pees the mercy of 
God, the same gospel that 
was preached to Abraham is 
brought nigh to us with increas- 
ed brightness. “ The light of 
the sun has become seven fold.” 
Now, in the time of our proba- 
tion, is to be tried our love to 
Jehovah our Saviour. It is to 
be ascertained by the faith to 
which it gives operation—by a 
tender regard for the divine 
honor—by a delight in the pro- 
motion of religion—and by a 
prompt and persevering obedi- 
ence to every plain intimation of 
the will of God. 

1. If men have not faith in 
God, they neither love him nor 
please him. It is his fixed con- 
stitution also, that this /a7th must 
bc froved by its fruits. He ac- 
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cordingly gives his professed 
friends in every age opportuni- 
ties for the proof of their faith— 
promises to be believed, and ex- 
cellent objects to be pursued — 
When a true believer hears the 
promise, that “ all nations shall 
bow down before Jesus,” he is 
animated like one who hears the 
distant shouts of victory. A 
strong faith, like that of Abra- 
ham, need not lean wpon sight ; 
but, in a manner the most hon- 
orable to God, relies upon Ais 
faithfulness, when “he calleth 
things that be not as tho’ they 
were.” Rom. iv. 17. 

2. The sincerity of professed 
love to God, must be manifested 
by atender regard to the divine 
honor and a delight in the pro- 
motion of religion. By a total 
indifference to these, men betray 
a want of “the spirit of adop- 
tion.” Let every one therefore 
“prove his own self. Let the 
eye be turned to whole nations, 
not far distant, sunk in the dark- 
ness of heathenism and idolatry, 
ignorant and regardless of the 
God who made them, and trams 
pling the divine honor in the 
dust. 
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Ignorance of the feelings of 
God in relation to idolatry can- 
not be plead. It is the abomina- 
ble thing which his soul abhor- 
eth. Where then is our re- 
gard for the honor of Jehovah ! 
Destitute of such a regard shal! 
we presume to address him by 
the endearing title of “ Our fa- 
ther who art in Heaven?” Wi! 
may he reply ‘to us, as he did 
to hypocrites in former times, 
“ Ifi be a father where is mine 
honor !” Mal. i. 6. 

Have any professors of reli- 
gion been inattentive to the state 
ofthe heathen? Let such read 
a description of it in the first 
chapter to the Romans. Read 
also in the 3d chapter, from ver. 
9th to ver. 19th. Read Gal. v. 
19—21, and Eph. ii. 1, 11, 12.— 
The descriptions in these passa- 
ges do at least include their 
state. Accordingly, the com- 
mand is expressly given, “ Go 
teach all nations.” In opposi- 
tion to all this light, will any at- 
tempt to maintain that the 
heathen stand in no need ofthe 
gospel—that they stand as good 
a chance for salvation without 
the gospel as ‘with it—impeach- 
ing the wisdom of God, and en- 
deavoring to persuade us that no 
exertions ought to be made to 
send them the gospel? “ This 
persuasion” brethren “ cometh 
not of him wh calleth us.”— 
The carnal Jews were grieved, 
but Abraham rejoiced, that the 
benetits of the Messiah’s king- 
dom might and should be ex- 
tended to all nations. 

That in particular situations, 
and under certain circumstances 
there may be reasons for send- 
ing religious instruction to oth- 
ers rather than to the heathen, 
will not be denied. But, among 
these reasons, the one just re- 
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ferred to ought never to have a 
place. 

in addition to the heathen, 
tere are many others’ within 
our knowledge, particularly our 
brethren in the new settlements, 
whose situation claims from the 
friends of Chirst a compassion 
like that which he fclt, when he 
* beheld the multitudes as sheep 
without a shepherd.” How many 
are there, of whom it may truly 
be said, that they are “ without 
God in the world;” living ina 
total neglect of their maker and 
his reasonable service. God is 
continually dishonored, and they 
are walking in the road to death. 

Professors of the gospel can- 
not surely be ignorant of the 
appropriate and only means of 
remedying these evils. Philo- 
sophers, both atheists and idola- 
ters, have attempted in vain for 
hundreds of years to reform 
mankind. ‘The cross of Christ, 
made known in the gospel, is the 
only mean of “ pulling down 
strong holds, casting down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God.” The hon- 
or of God is imseparably | con- 
nected with the prevalence of 
the gospel. God has “ magni- 
fied his word above all his 
name” Psalm cxxxviii. 2. In 
proportion as the gospel spreads 
and prevails God is honored, his 
character is displayed, his per- 
fections are brought forth to 
view, and “in the day of his 
power,” men are brought to 
“know, love and serve him.” 
Then “one shall say I am the 
Lorop’s ; another shall call him- 
selfby the name of Jacob; and 
another shall subscribe with 
his hand unto the Loro. All 
that see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are the seed 
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which the Lorp hath blessed.— 
hen his Redeemer, Jehovah of 
thosts” appears in his glory— 
See 44th and 6lst chapters of 
Isaiah. 
3. God will try and prove our 
professions of love to him, by 
secing how far we will yield an 
implicit, persevering obcdience 
to his commands, without * con- 
ferring with flesh and blood.”— 
At times when true religion is 
most unpopular and most op- 
posed, when the multitude have 
gone into idolatry, when the 
“ love of the lukewarm has waxe 
ed cold, and the enemy ts com- 
ing in like a flood ;” then is 
there a special call for the real 
fricnds of Christ to appear open- 


ly for him, and evince that they | 
“ashamed of his | 
words nor terrified by their ad- | 
Apparent difficul- | 


are neither 


versarics.” 


ties and impossibilities are not 


to weigh against the promises 
and plain commands of God— 
The promises we have had be- 
fore us. ‘the commands are 
equally positive, “ Go, teach all 
nations—go preach the gospel 
to every creature.” 

In whatever part of the vine- 
yard the servants of God are 
placed, ought they not like 
Abraham to listen to the calls of 
duty and promptly obey them, 
even if they present difliculties 
as great as the voluntary 
“leaving of country, kindred,” 
and friends—yea, the parting 
with an only son, or the “ re- 
sisting unto blood ?” 

Few are, as yet, calledto great 
extremities. In the present 
day, however, some ambassa- 
cors of Christ recognize such a 
command as this, “ Get ye out 
of your country and from your 
kindred, and come into those 
Jands which I shall shew you.” 
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More particularly—to one, go to 
the inhabitants of Africa—to 
another, encounter the perils of 
the deep, that you may visit the 
Islands of the sea—to another, 
go to the long-benighted heath- 
en of the east—to another, re- 
pair to the heathen round a- 
bout thy borders who are “ per- 
ishing for lack of vision”—to 
another, go “strengthen and 
confirm your brethren” who are 
deprived of the privileges they 
once enjoyed. “ Gird up, all of 
you, the loins of your minds— 
be strong—I am your shield and 
your exceeding great reward.” 

To others who do not minis- 
ter in holy things, is the com- 
mand given, and not in words of 
“ doubiful disputation,” “ Charge 
them that ave rich in this world, 
that they must not trust in un- 
certain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy ; thatthey be rea- 
dy to distribute, willing to come 
municate ; laying up in store for 
themscives a good foundation 
against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal 
life.” Honor the great Mel- 
chisedec with your substance, in 
love to him and to the souls of 
men, and it shall be an odour of 
a sweet smeil, weil pleasing to 
God.” 

And finally, to all who “ make 
mention of the Lord,” of all de- 
scriptions, accompany all your 
exertions with fervent prayer— 
All can perform this duty. In- 
fluenced therefore by that * char- 
ity which seeketh not her own, 
pray without ceasing,” that true 
religion may bless every crea- 
ture under heaven. Sooner let 
“ your tongue cleave to the roof 
of your mouth,” than cease to 
intercede for the prevalence of 
“ pure and undefiled religion.” 
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The aspect of the world at the 
present day, is calculated great- 
ly to awaken the attention of the 
friends of Zion. See, cn the 
one hand, the activity ofthe ad- 
versary of souls. Having over- 
spread Asia, Africa and the 
greatest part of Europe and A- 
merica, he has threatned and 
purposed to overwhelm the “ re- 
sidue,” and involve the whole 
earth in misery. For hundreds 
of-years he “ has made war with 
the saints ;” but now, in “ great 
wrath,” appears to be bringing 
on the hottest of the battle :— 
The trumpet docs not give an 
uncertain sound.” 

See, on the other hand, the 
King of Zion “ awaked as one 
out of sleep.” Psalm xxviii. 65. 
“Lhe spirit of the Lord hath 
lifted up a standard against the 
enemy,” according to his pro- 
mise. The Lord, before our 


eyes, and before the eyes of 


many people, is giving demon- 
stration of his power to “ bruise 
Satan, to set at liberty the cap- 
tive,” and to bow the most stub- 
born hearted. His “ arrows are 
made sharp in the hearts of his 
enemies; whereby the people 
fall under him.” 

Cannot the voice be heard 
from one place and another, 
“ Come over and help us. Come 
ye to the help of the Lord a- 
gainst the mighty ?” 

See examples of those who 
have heard and obeyed, in the 
Apostolic Vanderkemp, and 
other men “like minded”—men 
who have hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus.” 

The oceans begin to be trav- 
ersed. and the most distant re- 
gions to be visited; not to de- 
stroy the lives of the wretched 
inhabitants, but to “save their 
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souls ;"—not to plunder their 
property ; but to impart to them 
the “ true riches ;”-——not to tear 
them from all they hold dear 
and doom them to slavery, but 
to convey to them and theirs the 
“freedom of the children of 
God.” 

Fathers and brethren, and ail 
present who profess to fear 
God : 

To us who are now alive is 
the cause of the blessed Re- 
deemer committed. ‘This is the 
cause which has employed the 
counsels of eternity,and in which 
the great Jehovah makes ail his 
glory to pass before his intelli- 
gent creatures. This is the 
cause, for which the “ Father 
gave his only begotten Son,” for 
which the dear Immanuel shed 
his most precious blood upon 
the cross, and for which the 
Holy Ghest still condescends to 
visit these abodes of sorrow and 
spiritual death. This is the 
cause which has engaged the 
eager desires, the ardent prayers 
and the laborious exertions of 
“ the excellent of the earth” in 
all ages;—to which God has 
made, and will make all events 
in the history of man subservie 
ent;—which takes from the 
grave its victory, bringing in a 
glorious resurrection from the 
dead; andis to make millions 
and millions happy “in the 
presence of God and of the 
Lamb” forever and ever. 

‘Yo the professed friends of 
Christ, now upon earth, is this 
cause committed. “ The fathers 
and prophets” are gone. “ Hay- 
ing served their generation by 
the will of God, they have fallen 
asleep :” not however, till they 
had bequeathed this cause to us 
with their dying breath. Shall 
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we be indifferent whether it fail 
Sin our hands or not? Will any 
one hesitate to do with his might 
what yet remains to be donc, 
“redeeming the time !” “ This I 
say, brethren, the time is short.” 
Soon we bid adieu to this earth, 
and our state is decided for eter- 
nity. , 

If through fear, or shame, or 
' indifference, or dislike to the 
| service ofChrist, we utterly hold 
our peace ; “ burying our talent 
in the earth ;” we may depend 
on being disowned before his 
tribunal at the last day. 

How great, on the other hand, 
is the encouragement of duty? 
“Them that honor me, I will 
honor,” saith the Lord. 

When the church was redu- 
ced to a low state, and in the 
view of her enemies to inevita- 
ble destruction, in the days of 
Mordecai, we observe in hima 
noble example of faith and zeal. 
He, no doubt, well understood 
the promises relating to the day 
of Christ; and in particular, that 
he must descend from the Jews. 
He believed the promises. The 
honor and faithfulness of Jeho- 
vah were pledged for their fulfil- 
ment. Therefore, tho’ in the 
midst of danger, he did not hes- 
itate to appear decidedly and 
boldly in behalf ofthe people of 
God, and to take every prudent 
measure for their defence. To 
his hesitating and timorous 
daughter, who then held an im- 
portant station, and whose co- 
operation was necessary, he de- 
clares, “in the full assurance 
of faith, enlargement and de- 
liverance shall arise to the Jews; 

if thou altogether holdest thy 
peace at this time, it shall arise 
from another place; but thou 
and thy father’s house shall be 
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Here is a true son of Abra- 
ham, whom the Lord delighted 
to honor. Where are all those, 
who at this day enroll their 
names in the catalogue of the 
faithful?” Let them “go and 
do likewise.” 


On the Light of God’s couiite- 
nance. 


(Contin. from page 19.] 
No. 3. 


What is impflicd in walking in the 
light of God’s countenauce ? 


N answer to this inquiry, it 
was remarked in the former 
number, that they who walk in 
the light of God’s countenance, 
embrace the gospel plan of sal- 
vation and build their hopes 
upon the righteousness of Christ 
alone. And, secondly, as a na- 
tural fruit of this temper of 
mind, and a precious benefit of 
a justified state, they enjoy 
sweet peace, calmness and se- 
renity of mind. We now pro- 
ceed in the enumeration and say, 
3. It implies a weanedness 
from the world, and a supreme 
delight and joy in God. I join 
these together, because they are 
in their nature inseparable, and 
are both implied in the same ex- 
ercise. The light of God’s glo- 
vy shining into the heart—at- 
tracting the affections—trans- 
forming the soul, and imparting 
the divine pleasure of commun- 
ion with God, casts a shade 
over the whole material world, 
and creates an holy indifferency 
towards all the fading, perishing- 
enjoyments of time and sense. 
‘This is the very spirit and ge- 
nius of Christianity in the soul— 
the fruit of that blessed religion 





destroyed.” 





Christ hath taught us; who says, 
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“ He that loveth father or moth- 
er more than me is not worth of 
me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. If any man 
come to me, and hate not his 
father and mother, and wife and 
children, and brethren and sis- 
ters, yea and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple; and 
whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple.” Here we 
are g ven to sce that, that tem- 
per of mind which essentially 
characterizes a true child of God 
and disciple of Jesus, is a su- 
preme love to, and delight in 
the Saviour, and the despising ot 
every other object of enjoy- 
ment, when set in comparison 
or competition with him. This 
is the general instruction of 
scripture, and the genuine dis- 
position of the Godly. “ The 
friendship of the world is enmi- 
ty against God. Love not the 
world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the 
father is not in him.”—(1 John 
ii. 15.) The Apostie Paul, in 
regard to his own views and feel- 
ings, expresses himself in very 
bold and striking terms. “ Yea 
doubtless, and I count ail things 
but loss for the exceilency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffer- 
ed the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung that I may 
win Christ."—And the Psalm- 
ist: “ There be many that say 
who will shew us any good: 


Lord liftthou up the licht of 


thy countenance upon us; thou 
hast put gladness in my heart 
more than in the time, that their 
corn and their wine increased.— 
“ Whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon 


On the light of God’s countenance. 
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the earth whom I desire beside 
thee.” 

4. To walk in the light of 
God’s countenance implies an 
holy nearness to God—sweet ac. 
cess to him, and a sense of his 
This is a 
spiritual nearness. God is €s- 
sentially present with all his 
creatures, and they are ever in 
Lis immeciate view; but he is 
present in a different manner 
with his children, and they have 
avery different sense of his pre- 
sence, from what any other men 
have or can have. It is the 
joyful sensation of a dutiful, af- 
fectionate child, in the presence 
of his futher, whom he loves and 
fears—cnjoying his parental ca- 
resses, the smiles of his counte- 
nance and the tokens of his fa- 
therly favor and afiection. Such 
are the feelings and enjoyments 
of the child of God, but ineffa- 
bly more sweet and endearing. 
The pious seul enjoys an holy 
intimacy with his heavenly fa- 
ther, and with a childlike free- 
dom and confidence, utters all 
his complaints and his wants, his 
sorrows and his joys, his hopes 
and his fears and desires, into his 
gracious and attentive ear ever 
open to his cries. He pours out 
his whole soul into his bosom, 
and roils all his burdens on the 
Lord. And Ged manifests him- 
self unto his people otherwise 
than he doth to the world. He 
comiorts them with his pre- 
sence, and manifestations of his 
special love and favor. He feeds 
them with hidden manna. He 
is hear to them in all they call 
upen him for. He hears their 
crics. He answers their pray- 
crs, and isa very present helper 
in all times of trouble. Such 
bicssed nearness to, and commu- 
nion with God, do holy souls en, 
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oy. The light of his counte- 


ance gives them this nearness, | 


and causes them to see him 
whois invisible, and to rejoice 
nhis presence. Therefore the 
Psalmist prays, with such fer- 
ency, “ Cast me not away from 
thy presence,” and in picasing 
expectation of this blessed en- 
joyment, exclaims, “ In thy pre- 
‘sence there is fullness of joy.” 

5. To walk in the light of 
God’s countenance, implies a 
faithful and conscientious dis- 
charge of allthe outward duties 
of Christianity. It has been ob- 
served that this light has a trans- 
forming effect, and assimilates 
the soul to God. The natural 


tendency of it, therefore, will be 
to cause the soul to exemplify 
the divine image in outward life, 
by acts of cheerful, holy obedi- 
ence, thro’ all the various paths 


of duty to God and his feillow- 
men. “ Ye are my disciples,” 
saith Christ, “ if ye do what- 
soever things I command you.” 
Grace is not a lifeless, inopera- 
tive principle in the heart, but it 
is vigorous and powerfully ac- 
tive. It will discover itself by 
its proper genuine exercises and 
fruits. Thisis the end and de- 
sizn of the Saints’ spiritual crea- 
tion. They are “ created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
And this is the end of their eter- 
nal clection, as appears by what 
immediately follows, “ which 
God hath before ordained that 
We should walk in them.” This 
is the nature, and these the pro- 
per exercises of the new crea- 
ture. When the law of God is’ 
written upon the heart, every 
precept is inscribed, and the seul 
will have respect to all God’s 
precepts ; they will be exem- 
plified, copied and drawn out in 
daily life—so that all beholding 
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their Christian conversation may 
have an easy opportunity of read- 
ing the laws of Christ, every 
day ; and will discover in them a 
conscientious regard to God’s 
authority anda filial fear of of- 
fending him. ‘This is the way 
in which they are directed to 
adorn their profession, and re- 
prove and reform the unbelicy- 
ing world. “ Let your light so 
shine before men that they may 
see your sood works, and glori- 
fy your father who is in heaven.” 
It is true, they are very impcr- 
fect, and may often fall into sin 
and dishonor their Christian 
character and profession ; but 
this is not walking in the light 
of God’s countenance, but de- 
parting from God and walking 
for a season by the light of their 
own fire. It is because, as is 
sometimes the case with them, 
they are walking in darkness 
without light. But the habitual 
tenor of their lives savours of 
obedience, of spiritual minded- 
ness and devotedness to God.— 
And the earnest desire of their 
hearts, the subject of their daily 
prayer to God, is, “ Oh, that my 
ways were directed to keep thy 
statutes—guide me by thy coun- 
sel—teach me thy way, O 
Lord, and lead me in a plain 
path, because of mine enemies.” 

6. To walk in the light of 
God’s countenance implies, the 
absolute dependence of the saints 
upon the constant special and 
supernatural influences of God’s 
spirit, for the preservation of 
spiritual life in their souls, and 
the holy exercises of grace.—He 
that gave them spiritual life, 
must also prese ve it, and quick- 
en their graces. The same 
power which created them in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, 
must also work in them both to 





48 


will and to do, of his own good 
pleasure. This is the instruc- 
tion and uniform language of 
God’s word. ‘To walk in the 
light of God’s countenance, is to 
walk by the direction, quicken- 
ing and strength which that 
light imparts to them. And 
they walk no longer than they 
have that light. When the 
light of God's countenance is 
withdrawn, and his face is hid- 
den from them, their strength 
immediately fails, they fall into 
darkness and lose their way.— 
“Thou didst hide thy face and I 
was troubled.” It is God who 
conquers, and drives out their 
spiritual enemies for them.— 
‘Lhis the Psalmist acknowledges 
in the type of God’s driving out 
the Canaanitish nations, and 
bringing the childrenof Israel in- 
to the promised land—(Ps. xliv. 
3.) “For they got not the land in 
possession by their own sword, 
neither did theirown arm save 
them—but thy right hand and 
thine arm, and the light of thy 
conntenance, because thou hadst a 
favor untothem.” This is very 
pointed and express. “ The 


light of thy countenance,” sig- | 
oy : ° : | 
nifics the exercise of that pow- 


er by which God brought the 
children of Isracl on their way 
to Canaan ; and “thy right hand 
and thine arm,” Import the sig- 


divine power in their beialfi—- 


These the Psalmist acknowledges 


and celebrates in a devout song 
of praise. But all these things 
point with special and ultimate 
reference to the spiritual_jour- 
hneyings and = deliverances of 
Christians. | They have no 
strength of theirown. It is not 
by their own sword—neither 
does their own arm save them ; 
but itis the power of omnipo- 


On the light of Goa’s countenance. 
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tence—the mght hand of God’s 
righteousness, and the light of 
his countenance, because he has 
a favor unto them. Grace is 
not the effect of nature, but it 
counteracts every established 
principle of nature. It is en- 
tirely supernatural. 

7. They who walk in the 
light of God’s countenance shall 
grow in grace, make advances 
in the divine life and progress in 
sanctification. Blessed is the 
people who know the joyful 
sound, they shall wack, O Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance.” 
(Psalm Ixxxix. 15.). Walk- 
ing is Opposed to rest, and sig- 
nifics motion from one object or 
place towards another; and every 
step the man takes brings him 


| nearer tothe place or point to- 
| wards which he is advancing. If 


then, to walk in the light of God’s 
countenance, implies, as we have 
seen, the moral likeness of God 
in the heart, or the being and 
exercises of grace supported by 
divine power, and perfect con- 
formity to God, be the object 
and tendency of his desires ; then 
it will follow that every step the 
Christian takes, while walking 
in the light of God’s counte- 
nance, is a step towards the goal 
of perfection—an advancement 


/towards perfect holiness, and 
' spreads the divine image wider 
nal and miraculous displays of | 


and deeper in his heart. At this 
point he constantly aims, to 
cleanse himself from all filthi- 


_ness of the flesh and spirit, and 


perfect holiness in the fear of 
God.” This is the object of all 
his spiritual warfare, and his un- 
wearicd struggles with the re- 
maining corruptions of his heart; 
and nothing short of this can 
bound, or completely satisfy his 
desires. The Psalmist exults 
in the prospect of this. As 









ed when I awake with thy like- 
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for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness, I shall be satisfi- 


ness.” Perfect likeness to God 
is the perfect happiness of the | 
soul. ‘Towards this, the chris- 
tian is aiming and advancing ; 
though his progress be unequal 
—at some times rapid, and at 
others feeble and slow, and al- 
most motionless ; yet, he never 
contents himself with any pre- 
sent attainments. He is come | 
manded to grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of his Lord 
and Saviour. And Paul saith, 
“ Not that I have attained, or am 
already perfect, but this one 
thing, I do forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Lastly. What completes the 
present comfort of the saints 
and gives assurance of future 
glory, is this, that they shall 
persevere, and never fall from 
srace—that they shall hold on 
their way thro’ faith unto salva- 
tion. ‘This depends wholly up- 
on the eternal purpose, and free 
promise of God, and could never | 
be certainly known to us in the | 
present state, had not God been 
pleased to reveal it to us in the 





declarations, and promises of his | 
word; for there is nothing in | 
the nature of grace, that pre- | 
vents it being lost. It is nothing | 
but God’s power which keeps it 
alive, and nothing but God's | 
promise which secures it in 
future. Otherwise, the person 
who is conscious that he now 
has grace—and that he now 
walks in the light of God’s coun- 
tenance, and that he has already 
made advances in the divine 





hfe and grown in grace, could 
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have no assurance or certainty, 
that he shall continue thus to 
do hereafter—he might lose it 
all tomorrow and forever after 
walk in total darkness, and never 
behold the face of God in righ- 
teousness. But here comes in 
an absolute, unlimited promise 
and binds the blessing with all 
the sincerity of infinite truth— 
“ They shall walk, Oh Lord, i in 
the lieht of thy countenance.” 

This gives the finishing stroke 


'to the present joy and comfort 


of the Christian. This is the 
life and strength of all his hopes. 
This affords that strong consola- 
tion of hope: which as an anchor 
to the soul, both sure and stead- 
fast entereth into that within the 
vail. 

Thus have we considered in a 
variety of particulars, what 
things are implied in walking in 
the light of God’s countenance. 
And now to bring them all to a 
point, these are the essential 
properties of the character.— 
They embrace the gospel plan 
of salvation, and build their hopes 
upon the righteousness of Christ 
alone. Asa natural fruit of this 
temper of mind, and a precious 
benefit of a justified state, they 
enjoy swect peace, calmness 
and serenity of mind. They 
are weaned from the world and 
all the enjoyments of time, and 
place their supreme happiness 
and delight in the enjoyment of 
God. They enjoy an holy nearness 
to him, a sense of his gracious 
presence, and have sweet access 
to the divine mercy seat. They | 
are faithful and conscientious in 
uli the outward duties of Chris- 
tianity. They are absolutely 
dependent upon the constant and 
special influences of God’s spirit, 


for the preservation of their 
spiritual life and the holy exci- 
G 
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will and to do, of his own good 
pleasure. This is the instruc- 
tion and uniform language of 
God’s word. ‘To walk in the 
light of God’s countenance, is to 
walk by the direction, quicken- 
ing and strength which that 
light imparts to them. And 
they walk no longer than they 
have that light. When the 
light of God's countenance is 
withdrawn, and his face is hid- 
den from them, their strength 
immediately fails, they fall into 
darkness and lose their way.— 
“ Thou didst hide thy face and I 
was troubled.” It is God who 
conquers, and drives out their 
spiritual enemies for them.— 
‘Lhis the Psalmist acknowledges 
in the type of God’s driving out 
the Canaanitish nations, and 


to the promised land—(Ps. xliv. 
3.) “For they got not the land in 
possession by their own sword, 
neither did theirown arm save 
them—but thy right hand and 
thine arm, and the light of thy 
conntenance, because thou hadst a 
favor untothem.” This is very 
pointed and express. “ The 
light of thy countenance,” sig- 
nifies the exercise of that pow- 
er by which God brought the 
children of Isracl on their way 
to Canaan ; and “thy right hand 
and thine arm,” import the sig- 
nal and miraculous displays of 
divine power in their beialf—- 
These the Psalmist acknowledges 
and celebrates in a devout song 
of praise. But all these things 
point with special and ultimate 
rcference to the spiritual jour- 
neyings and deliverances of 
Christians. They have no 
strength of theirown. It is not 
by their own sword—neither 
does their own arm save them ; 
but it is the power of omnipe- 
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tence—the right hand of God’s 
righteousness, and the light of 
his countenance, because he has 
a favor unto them. Grace is 
not the effect of nature, but it 
counteracts every established 
principle of nature. It is en- 
tirely supernatural. 

7. They who walk in the 
light of God’s countenance shall 
grow in grace, make advances 
in the divine life and progress in 
sanctification. Blessed is the 
people who know the joyful 
sound, they shall wa/k, O Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance.” 
(Psalm Ixxxix. 15.). Walk- 
ing is Opposed to rest, and sig- 
nifies motion from one object or 
place towards another; and every 
step the man takes brings him 


| nearer tothe place or, point to- 
bringing the childrenof Israel in- | 





wards which he is advancing. If 
then, to walk in the light of God’s 
countenance, implies, as we have 
seen, the moral likeness of God 
in the heart, or the being and 


, exercises of grace supported by 


divine power, and perfect con- 
formity to God, be the object 
and tendency of his desires ; then 
it will follow that every step the 


| Christian takes, while walking 


in the light of God’s counte- 
nance, is a step towards the goal 
of perfection—an advancement 


towards perfect holiness, and 
spreads the divine image wider 


| 





and deeper in his heart. At this 
point he constantly aims, to 
cleanse himself from all filthi- 
ness of the flesh and spirit, and 
perfect holiness in the fear of 
God.” Thisis the object of all 
his spiritual warfare, and his un- 
wearicd struggles with the re- 
maining corruptions of his heart ; 
and nothing short of this can 
bound, or completely satisfy his 
desires. The Psalmist exults 
in the prospect of this. As 
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for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness, I shall be satisfi- 
ed when | awake with thy like- 
ness.” Perfect likeness to God 
is the perfect happiness of the 
soul. ‘Towards this, the chris- 
tian is aiming and advancing ; 
though his progress be unequal 
—<at some times rapid, and at 
others feeble and slow, and al- 
most motionless ; yet, he never 
contents himself with any pre- 
sent attainments. He 
manded to grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of his Lord 
and Saviour. And Paul saith, 
“ Not that I have attained, or am 
already perfect, but this one 
thing, I do forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Lastly. What completes the 
present comfort of the saints 
and gives assurance of future 
glory, is this, that they shall 
persevere, and never fall from 
yrace—that they shall hold on 
their way thro’ faith unto salva- 
tion. ‘This depends wholly up- 
on the eternal purpose, and free 
promise of God, and could never 
be certainly known to us in the 
present state, had not God been 
pleased to reveal it to us in the | 
declarations, and promises of his 
word ; 
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have no assurance or certainty, 
that he shall continue thus to 
do hereafter—he might lose it 
all tomorrow and forever after 


| walk in total darkness, and never 


behold the face of God in righ- 
teousness. But here comes in 
an absolute, unlimited promise 
and binds the blessing with “all 
the sincerity of infinite truth— 
“ They shall walk, Oh Lord, in 
the lieht of thy countenance.” 
This gives the finishing stroke 
to the present joy and comfort 
of the Christian. This is the 
life and strength of all his hopes. 
This affords that strong consola- 
tion of hope: which as an anchor 
to the soul, both sure and stead- 
fast entereth into that within the 
vail. 

Thus have we considered in a 
variety of particulars, what 
things are implied in walking in 
the light of God’s countenance. 
And now to bring them all to 2 
point, these are the essential 
properties of the character.— 
They embrace the gospel plan 
of salvation, and build their hopes 
upon the righteousness of Christ 
alone. Asa natural fruit of this 
temper of mind, and a precious 
benefit of a justified state, they 
enjoy swect peace, calmness 
and serenity of mind. They 
are weaned from the world and 
all the enjoyments of time, and 


for there is nothing in| place their supreme happiness 


the nature of grace, that pre- | and delight in the enjoyment of 


vents it being lost. 
but God’s 
alive, and nothing but God’s | 
promise which secures it in 
future. Otherwise, the person 
who is conscious that he now 
has grace—and that he now 
walks in the light of God’s coun- 
tenance, and that he has already 
made advances in the divine 
life and grown in grace, could 
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It is nothing | God. They enjoy an holy nearness 
3 power which keeps it | to him, a sense of his gracious 


presence, and have sweet access 
to the divine mercy seat. They | 
are faithful and conscientious in 

ali the outward duties of Chris- 
tianity. They are absolutcly 
dependent upon the constant and 
special influences of God’s spirit, 
for the preservation of their 
spiritual life and the holy exci- 
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cises of grace. They grow in 
grace—make advances in the 
divine life and progress in sance 
tification ; and, to crown all, they 
have assurance of persevering in 
grace unto glory. 

These compose the character 
and blessedness of those who 
know the joyful sound, and 
walk in the light of God’s coun- 
tenance. And is not this a very 
excellent character? Is it not 
a most happy state? Every 
thing excellent and desirable is 
contained init. All we can ra- 
tionally wish for, and more than 
our most raised imaginations 
can conceive, or our most un- 
bounded desires cai grasp.— 
And now let me ask the reader, 
in a serious review of the sub- 
ject, to apply each particular 
which has been suggested, to 
his own heart, with this ques- 
tion, Have I ever found the 


knowledge of this truth, and of 


this enjoyment by my own experi- 
ence ? Here are various traits 
of the Christian character, and 
if you cannot find yourself de- 
scribed in any of them, you 
have reason to draw the conclu- 
sion that you never possessed 
it; that you know what it is 
to walk in the light of Ged’s 
countenance, but are ignorant of 
the joyful sound of mercy—at 
heart an enemy to God; walk- 
ing in darkness without light, 
without hope and without God in 
the world. Remember the 
words of Christ, “If thine eye 
be evil thy whole body shall be 
full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be dark- 
ness, how great is that dark- 
ness {” Can this be to you a 
state of rest and quietude? You 
have no true peace. You really 
enjoy nothing, while you enjoy 
not God. And you are igno- 
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rant of true beauty while blind 
to the glory of the divine char 
acter. What advantage do you 
expect to reap from the institu. 
tions of the gospel, while you 
continue to reject Christ—to des« 
pise all the offers of his grace, 
and in the clearest light that 
ever shone, are blind to the 
truth. Know assuredly, that 
your spiritual blindness is your 
most aggravated guilt—-your 
spiritual death is your condem- 
nation, and that, which, if per- 
sisted in, will finally sink you to 
the lowest hell. “ This isthe con- 
demnation that light hath come 
into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light be- 
cause their deeds are evil.”— 
Oh repent of your sins—believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
walk in the light of God’s couns 
tenance. “ Then shall you 
know, if you follow on to know 


the Lord, that his going forth is 
prepared as the morning, and 
he shall come to you as the rain, 
as the latter and the former rain 
unto the earth.” 


ASAPH. 
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The nature of holiness illustrated 
Jrom reason and scrifiture. 


HE light of nature, or rea- 

son, unassisted by revela- 

tion, is totally insufficient to 
teach mankind the nature of ho- 
liness : or to show in what true 
virtue consists. The gospel 
sums it up in love. “ Love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” Not 
such love as constituted Roman 
virtue, but universal benevo- 
lence. Such as influences us to 
regard every intelligent being 
according to his moral character 
and worth. To love God su- 
premely. And to respect every 
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intelligent creature according to 
the rank which he holds, and 
the character which he sustains, 
when compared with universal 
being. When the mind is prop- 
erly illuminated with scripture 
truths, the bible will be found to 
contain no doctrine repugnant 
to reason. None to which a vir- 
» tuous mind will not cordially as- 
_ sent. 

Buttoprevent the possibility of 
misconception, all that is meant 
by reason, as here used, is, that 
the nature of holiness, after once 
suggested by scripture, is agree- 
able to reason. It is rational. 
Therefore, in this sense of the 
word reason ; a view of the na- 
ture of holiness will be taken to 
show, in the first place, by ra- 
tional arguments, in what its na- 
ture consists ; and to what it 
tends. Then secondly this view 
will be compared with the decla- 
rations of holy writ. 

I. A view of the nature of 
holiness according to reason. 

All love may be divided into 
two kinds. ‘That love which is 
sinful; and that love which is 
holy. The former may be s':m- 
ed up in selfishness. 

And the better to understand 
the nature of the latter, or of 
that which constitutes holiness ; 
propriety may suffer a remark 
on that which centres in self, 
and constitutes sin, or is not in 
itself of a holy nature. The 
affection which exists between 
particular friends, husband and 
wife, parent and child; which 
unites societies and empires ; 
and which encircles other worlds ; 
so far asit proceeds from no high- 
er principle than natural affec- 
tion, animal passion, or selfish- 
ness, has nothing of a holy na- 
ture. Even in the dearest rela- 
tion in life, and where the affec- 
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tion is most ardent and sincere ; 
sin may be enthroned in the 
heart, and selfishness flow in ev- 
ery channel of the life. A lov- 
ing parent may, through a self- 
ish spirit, so far misjudge, as, 
by threats, to compel a darling 
child to sin. And a world of 
sinners from a similar selfish 
love, can, bid defiance to their 
lawful sovereign. 

Holiness, or that love which 
constitutes moral virtue, may be 
comprised under the following 
heads ; subdividing it imto the 
love of benevolence ; the love of 
complacence ; the love of rrat- 
itude ; and the love of esteem. 

1. The love of benevolence 
has for its object universal be- 
ing ; or itis a wishing well to 
all intelligent beings susceptible 
of happiness. Every being, so 
far as he exercises this love, is 
so far holy. 

2. The love of complacence 
has for its object all being pos- 
sessed of a degree of positive 
holiness ; or it is that affection 
which is exercised towards all 
beings, who exercise the love of 
benevolence. And this love of 
complacence flows forth from a 
holy being, on account of the 
pleasure experienced in behold- 
ing another possessed of the 
same benevolent spirit. 

3. The love of gratitude has 
for its object, a benefactor; or 
it is that affection, which is ex- 
ercised towards a being on ac- 
count of some favor received. 

4. The love of esteem implies 
some greater worthiness, or cx- 
cellence, in the being who is the 
subject ofesteem. Though ev- 
ery intelligent being is a proper 
object ofthe love of benevolence ; 
and every being, who has any 
degree of positive holiness, is 
deserving of the love of compla 
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cence ; and every benefactor, of 
the love of gratitude ; yet the 
love of esteem, is founded on 
the comparative worth, or excel- 
lence, which exists, between two 
or more beings, both, or all of 
whom, may be supposed fit ob- 
jects of the love of complacence. 
Though the love of compla- 
cence ; the love of gratitude ; 
and the love of esteem; have 
each of them some characteris- 
tic, which distinguishes the one, 
from the other ; and aiso all of 
them, from the love of benevo- 
lence ; yet benevolence, as a 
general term, includes all the 
rest. Or, all the rest, presup- 
pose it as their foundation. For 
itis the nature of benevolence, 
or holiness to flow forth in love, 
proportioned in its degree to the 
worthiness of the being, towards 
whom it is exercised ; when this 
particular being, is compared 
with universal being. Suppose 
then a particular person to be 
deserving of the love of esteem. 
in the principles of benevo- 
lence, such a person, because 
more worthy, is not only to be 
loved with a peculiar affection ; 
but to be loved more, than though 
he was regarded simply as an in- 
telligent being ; more, than tho’ 
he were worthy of complacence 
to a certain degree, but not to 
that degree sufficient to entitle 
him to the love of esteem. 
Benevolence is, in its nature, 
opposed to selfishness. And to 
distinguish it from selfishness, 
it is termed disinterested benev- 
olence, or disinterested affection. 
The affection is disinterested, but 
not uninterested. Onintcrested, 
supposes no interest at all. Dis- 
interested, supposes no private 
interest. The former, in every 
perticular, is opposed to self. 
The latter, so far, as self is in- 
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consistent with universal good. 
It is not required, that a being 
should have no regard to his 
own happiness, in order to ren- 
der him benevolent. Every in- 
telligent being is supposed to re- 
gard himself, according to his 
worth, in the scale of universal 
being ; and to act a rational part, 
in seeking Lis own happiness, in 
a Way consistent with the whole. 

A familiar comparison for il- 
lucidation. 

A judge in his decisions, may 
be free from every shadow ofa 
selfish bias. Yetas the judge him- 
self, forms one of the communi- 
ty, and isone of universal being ; 
he is not wholly uninterested in 
the decision which he makes. 
As an individual, his own hap- 
piness is equally affected, with 
that of every other individual ; 
though all thoughts about his 
own person, may, at the time, be 
banished from his mind. It is 
utterly impossible, for him to act, 
in any sense, without being him- 
self, some way or other, either 
directly or indirectly, affected 
in a greater or less degree. No 
acon, and not one thought, of 
any intelligent being, can, with 
strict propriety, be termed un- 
interested. But though the 
judge cannot be supposed to act 
wholly uninterestedly ; or, con- 
sidering the relation in which 
he stands to community, and to 
universal being ; as it is émpos- 
sible, that his own happiness, 
should, in no point of view, be 
any ways affected ; yet he may 
be supposed to act entirely disin- 
terestedly ; that is, in such a 
manner, as not to advance pri- 
vate interest, by sacrificing, pub- 
lic happiness. 

Suppose further— 

Say the judge, when compar- 
ed with the community, has 
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sree degrees of existence ; and 
he community seven. Suppose 
very degree of existence in the 
udge, from his excellence of 
haracter, and dignity of person, 
s real worth. Measuring the 
ommunity by the same scale ; 
hat is, judging of them, from 
their excellence of character, 
and dignity of person, and find- 
‘ing one degree in seven, of a 
description directly the reverse, 
f the other six, which six exact- 
y correspond with the three 
ound in the judge ; the judge, 
y an impartial administration of 
justice, in lawfully punishing 
one seventh of the community, 
which possessing a character 
and disposition, opposed to the 
other six, and to his own, have, 
unreasonably, violated salutary 
laws, enacted for the public 
good ; advances the happiness 
of the community six degrees, 
consistently with advancing his 
own three. Suppose the being, 
excellence, and dignity of the 
judge are increased; and the 
being, excellence, and dignity 
of the community are diminish- 
® ed, until the former bears the 
; relation to the latter, of nine to 
three. The judge by an equit- 
able, and impartial administra- 
tion of justice, and from princi- 
ples stricly disinterested, lawful- 
ly promotes his own happiness, 
9) in a manner perfectly consistent 






















































































. with the happiness of the com- 
i munity, in the proportion of nine 
4 to three. 

;: Extend this principle, un- 


til all creature happiness appears 
like adrop to the ocean ; or, 
like a taper under the splendors 
ef the meridian sun. 

A scene is now opened, which 
faintly exhibits the nature of ho- 
liness as it exists in the mind of 
that infinite Being, “ who work- 
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eth all things after the counsel 
of his own will ;” and who hath 
created all things for his own filea- 
sure. The nature of disinterest- 
ed benevolence, inclines all in- 
telligent beings, who possess 
any share of it, to regard each, 
according to his respective 
worth, when viewed, in his con- 
nection, with universal being. 
Andas that first intelligent cause 
of all things, who is necessarily 
self-existent, and eternal, is pos- 
sessed of abeing, which is infi- 
nite ; the nature of holiness 
would incline him to love him- 
self supremely. Further, if the 
Deity is now a holy Being, he 
must have been equally so, an- 
terior to any of his works of 
creation, or independently on 
his works. That is, he was in- 
finitely holy, when he actually 
exercised love towards no being, 
who then really existed but him- 
self. Or, to make use of a dif- 
ferent phrase, when he sought 
hisown glory. Anterior to cre- 
ation, and independently on it, 
from the nature of holiness, the 
Deity exercised a disinterested 
benevolence, in loving himself 
supremely. Otherwise the De- 
ity will be made dependent on 
the creature for his infinite holi- 
ness. Which assertion, would 
be impious, and absurd. Ifthe 
Deity was not a perfectly holy 
being, before he actuaily exer- 
cised love towards any creature, 
he is, by being made dependent 
on his works for the attribute of 
holiness, divested of the natural 
and essential attribute of inde- 
pendence. Tor antecedently to 
the work of creation, if loving 
himself supremely ; and in the 
work of creation, if having an 
ultimate regard to his own glory, 
did not constitute the holiness of 
God, the attribute of holiness, 
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does not co-extend with his oth- 
er eternal attributes ; but his in- 
finite holiness began after the 
work of creation commenced, or 
in time. It, therefore, appears 
that the Deity hath, from eter- 
nity, exercised a holy disinter- 
ested love towards himself, and 
that he hath, likewise, exercised 
the same love towards the crea- 
ture, in a degree proportional to 
the worth of the creature, and 
in a manner perfectly consistent 
with the glory of the infinite 
Creator. 

Further ; exercising love tow- 
ards but a small part of rational 
being ; that is, treating all finite 
creatures, according to their 
moral character, and excluding 
the infinite Creator from all 
consideration, cannot properly 
be said to constitute holiness. 
Which must follow as a neces- 
sary consequence, unless the 
Deity aims, ultimately, at his 
own glory. 

That God had, from eternity, 
a supreme regard to his own 
honor and glory, as the ultimate, 
and chief end, in his creation of 
the universe ; and regarded the 
happiness of the creature, only 
as a subordinate, and inferior, 
end ; further appears, from the 
absurdity of a different hypoth- 
esis. Independently on the ul- 
timate end, or the glory of God ; 
the subordinate end, or the hap- 
piness of the creature ; would 
have been unworthy of the seek- 
ing of the divine being. For 
this would be supposing, that the 
Deity, preferred, a less good, to 
a greater. That is, he preferred 
the happiness of finite being, to 
that of iniinite beine. This 
would be ascribing consummate 
folly, to the all wise Jehovah. 
Therefore, the happiness of the 
creature, considering the nature 
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of holiness, could have been 
sought by the Deity, only in an 
inferior degree, or so far only, 
as it was consistent with the 
chiefend, or with a supreme re- 
gard to himself. 

The nature of holiness, in the 
creature, is the same, in kind, 
with that in the Creator. It is 
his moral image, or the tran- 
script of this glorious perfection 
of God; and is that to the mor- 
al world which gravitation is to 
the material world. If these 
two grand uniting principles, 
which, jointly, uphold the uni- 
verse, are incapable of complete 
explanation by any ; yet all from 
their effects, must admit their 
existence ; and the existence of 
that, which unites the moral 
world, as readily, as the exist- 
ence of the other. 

As it is the nature of all ma- 
terial bodies to be attracted tow- 
ards some common centre, by a 
gravitating principle, inherent 
in all matter ; so itis the nature 
of holiness, to unite the moral 
world, by its attracting princi- 
ple of universal benevolence. 

To illustrate the nature of ho- 
liness, by analogy between 
the natural and moral world. 
The former of which would be 
useless, considered, aside from 
the ends which it subserves, by 
the relation which it bears to the 
latter. Suppose the sun, the 
centre of gravity, to be infinitely 
the noblest part of this material 
system, to which we belong. 
View him, as independent on all 
creation for his, natural, bright- 
ness. As shining in his own 
streneth. Himself a fountain 
of material light. Irradiating 
all opaque bodies within the 
sphere of his influence. The 
primary planets may be consid- 
ered as ext in worth. Then 
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the secondary—And finally, ev- 
ery portion of matter, may be 
estimated, according to its re- 
spective place, or nearness to the 
common centre. According to 
the hypothesis, the sun is the 
centre of gravity, and of infinitely 
more worth than all the rest of 
the systems. It derives its ex- 
cellence, and keeps its station, 
from an inherent principle, which 
constitutes its nature, indepen- 
dently on all created external 
causes. All the other planets 
are attracted towards this cen- 
tre of gravity; borrow their 
light from it, and perform their 
revolutions round it. At the 
same time the secondary are at- 
tracted towards their primary ; 
and each smaller portion of mat- 
ter is attracted towards the cen- 
tre of its respective planet— 
Each particle of matter, exerts a 
force proportional to its near- 
ness to the sun, or common cen- 
tre; as it respects both the 
common centre, and also the 
body to which it belongs.— 


Consequently Aarmony frrevails | 


throughout the material system. 
To apply this to the moral 
world. And for the want of bet- 
ter helps, to compare things spi- 
ritual with things temporal— 
view the Deity like the sun, in- 
dependent on the material sys- 
tem for his holy brightness— 
As also independent on the mor- 
al system. As strictly and ab- 
solutely independent on ail cau- 
ses which imply the least de- 
gree of imperfection. Himself, 
a fountain of moral light. E- 
mitting beams of light to bodies 
of moral darkness. The high- 
est order of created intelligences 
may take the place of the pri- 
mary planets. The next high- 
est the place of the secondary. 
And those less noble, including 




















the whole intelligent creation 
may be compared to the various 
smaller bodies of the material 
system. 

Holiness, in its nature, tends 
to produce an order in the moral 
world similar to that which ap- 
pears in the natural world.— 
Each holy being attracts others 
towards himself; and all are 
drawn towards the fountain of 
being and blessedness. Those 
flaming spirits, nearest the 
throne of God, like the bodies 
hearest the sun, are most pow- 
erfully attracted towards God 
himself; and of course, towards 
the holy part of his creation — 
Were this divine principle uni- 
versal it would unite and bring 
in to one, every created intelli« 
gent. All, thus united, would be 
attracted towards the fountain of 
holiness, and be made one, in 
interest, and affection, with the 
Deity. Each individual, by pro« 
moting his own happiness, would 
do it, consistently with the good 
of all others, and the glory of 
God. What was the joy of one, 


| would be equally the joy of all. 


A happy gradation would ex- 
tend from God himself through 
all the angelic hosts and saints 
in heayen, to the lowest saint on 
earth. Then would exist happy 
individuals ; happy families ; 
happy neighborhoods; happy 
societies; happy worlds. The 
universe itself would be happy. 

Some reflections which natu- 
rally suggest themselves, from 
what has been already observed, 
will only be noticed, without en- 
larging. 

1. Disinterested benevolence, 
as it has been considered, has 
been confined, wholly, to the ine 
telligent or rational part of crea« 


tion. Which can, by none, be 


properly viewed as a limitation 
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from this consideration. The 
supposition that ferfect disinter- 
ested benevolence can be consist- 
ent with the least degree of ma- 
levolence, would be absurd. The 
benevolent man will regard eve- 
ry beast and insect; all things 
that have animal life, as the crea- 
tures of God. - He will view 
them, as fashioned and preserv- 
ed by that same Almighty pow- 
er which gave himself existence; 
as formed to answer the end of 
their creation ; and therefore he 
will not abuse the goodness of 
God. 

2. Whatever disorder exists 

in the moral world, may be seen 
to be the effect of sin. Sin has 
separated moral agents from the 
centre of happiness. Storms in 
the natural world, by displacing 
bodies, and removing them from 
their common centre may pro- 
duce disorder. Hence, the pe- 
culiar force, in the prophet’s 
striking comparison, “The wick- 
ed are like the troubledsea when 
it cannot rest.” 
_ S. One obvious truth, and one 
too, which ought to afford com- 
fort to every rational being, is, 
that an infinitely wise and bene- 
volent God, in having an ulti- 
mate and chief regard to his 
own honor and glory, has it ina 
manner perfectly consistent with 
the greatest possible good of the 
creature. IJle hath made the 
path of duty the direci road to 
happiness. 

4. ‘The worth of the immor- 
tal soul is broughi into view, by 
considering it, in the relation 
which it bears to other intelli- 
gences, and especially to God 
himself. It has an interest in 
what was transacted before it 
Was united with this body even 
in the councils of eternity ; and 
patiently waits till it may return 
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to the hands of God who gave it, 

5. Joy beams upon the afflict. 
ed and desponding soul, whilst 
it realizes its immortality, and 
pensively counts the fleeting 
moments which rapidly waft it 
to its immortal inheritance. 

6. Especially, considering the 
nature of holiness, in the view 
which has been already taken of 
it; the subject is peculiarly cal- 
culated to clothe the creature 
with humility. With humility 
because he is a creature; but 
more particularly, because he is 
a sinful creature. 

7. The last reflection which 
will here be noticed, is, that rea- 
son points us to the scriptures, 
for full and complete satisfac- 
tion on the nature of holiness ; 
and in this case, as well as in all 
others, directs to them, as our 
infallible guide in all things 
which respect our belief and 
practice. 

Il. Accordingly, by adverting 
tothem, as was proposed in the 
second place, and comparing 
the view which reason gives of 
the nature of holiness, with the 
scriptures; we shall be enabled 
to discover, how far, what has 
been already suggested, har- 
monizes with the word of God. 

The scriptures, evidently, 
speak of two kinds of love.— 
One of which is sinful ; and the 
other holy. Of the former kind 
is that spoken of in 2 Chron. 
xix. 2.— 1 John ii. 15—and 2 
Tim. ii. 2. where mention is 
made of some who love those 
that hate the Lord; who love 
themsclves, the world and the 
things of the world. The Apos- 
tle Peter, in saying, “ men shall 
be lovers of their own selves,” 
evidently means by it that they 
shall be wholly selfish or that 
they shall show an unreasona- 
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ble partiality towards self. Of 
this kind of love,.though mani- 
festing great friends}:ip, was that 
which was reproved by our bies- 
sed Saviour. Such as induced 
some to love others, because 
they loved them; to lend, hop- 
ing to receive, and to do other 
kind offices, expecting a full 
compensation. ‘Lhe scriptures 
place the sum and essence of 
this kind of Jove in selfishness, 


It is not inconsistent with 
the nature of holiness, to show a 
proper and becoming regard to 
one’s self; but what is in scrip- 
ture required, appears from the 
command given.by our Saviour, 
to love our neighbor as ours 
selves. If the Jove which we 
bear towards ours¢lves, is to be 
the measure of that to be exer- 
cised towards our neighbor, the 
former is as evidently required 
as the latter. As if it had been 
said, consider your neighbor as 
a brother. You are both the 
creatures of God, and deserve to 
be treated. exactly according to 
your moral characters. All the 
invitations, exhortations and 
commands of the gospel, imply 
this supposition. “When they 
are complied with, God and the 
Saviour are glorificd. The ¢rea- 
ture is happy. There 4s joy in 
heaven. Love is the bond of 
herfectness. Theresis mutual 
joy in heaven and earth. A ho- 
ly universe participates. We 
are expressly commanded to be 
holy, from the example of an 
holy God. To bring direct 
scripture passages to show that 


God has an ultimate and chief 


regard to his°own glory in all 
his works, would only be quot- 
ing the obvious sense of every 
sacred page. 


The love of complacence is 


VoL. V. No. 2. 


Nature of Holiness; 
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termed, in ‘scripture, brotherly 
love, or love of the breti:ren ; 
and is mentioned as bvine of 
such a nature as to be an infalli- 
ble evidence of having “ passed 
from dcath unto life.” And the 
gteat Apostie of the Gentiles, 
speaking of those to whom we 
ougit to do good, denotes those 
of tuis character, by saying, 
“ecficcially unto them who are 
ofthe household of faith ;” as 
if more worthy, on account of 
what Christ had done for them, 
and on account.of their moral 
character, than those who were 
in a state of Mature. 

Finally, the scriptures incul- 
cate a spirit of universal, disin- 
terested benevolence, as the na- 
ture of holiness, and the sum of 
all moral virtue, and Christian 
duties. They invite to it, from 
the example of Christ; from 
the dying love of a crucified Sa- 
viour ; and from a sense of our 
own need of divine mercy and 
sovereign grace. They urge to 
it, from the mercy of our heaven~ 
ly Father, who indiscriminately 
and with a liberal hand dispen- 
scth the blessings of his com- 
mon providence among the 
evil and the good; among the 
just and among the unjust. We 
are commanded to bless and 
curse not; to love our enemics ; 
to pray for them that hate us ; 
and to do good to all, But we 
are to love the Lord our God 
with all our faculties to the 
greatest possible degree. Be- 
cause he is an infinite being, 
and because “ God is love.”— 
His name is holy. He dwell- 
eth in the Acly place. With 
vailed faces the Aoly Angels 
worship him in ascriptions of 
holy praise. 
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No. 3. 
An explanation of the Prophecy 
of Daniel. 


[Conclu. from vo. iv. pag. 302.) 


Daniei’s vision of the s:venty 
weeks, chap. ix, 24—29. 


es Prophet, informed by 
the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
thatthe captivity of the Jows in 
Babylon was about to expire, and 
applying hinscifto tac devon. 
exercises of humiliation, fasting 
and prayer, was instructed by 

an holy Angel in the following 

muiner Seventy weeks are d- 
sathiand upon thy prcojiie, and ufie 
6 dy holy city, to finish the ra - 


gre ssion, and to make an end of 


sii’, and to make reconciliation for 
inigui, and to bring in everlusi« 
ing rigiteousness, and ito seal uft 
the vision and firvpheey, and to 
anoint the most holy. <Anow, 
therefore, and undersiand, that 
from the going forth of ihe come 
mandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem, unto Messiah the 
Prince, shall beecven weeks, and 
threcscore and two wecks: the 
sireet and the wall shall be - built 
in droudblous times. And afier 
threescore and two weeks shi 
Messiah be cut off, but nots for 
himself; and the preople of the 
prince that shall» come shall dr- 
siroy the city and the sanctuary ; 
and the end thereof shall be with 
a flood, and unto the end of the 
war desolations are determined. 
Aid he shall confirm the cove- 
nant with many for one week ; 
and in the midst of the week he 
thall cause the sacrifice and the 
obluiion to cease, and for the over- 
spreading of abomination he shall 
make tt desolate, even until the 
consummaiton, and that deter- 
mined shall be froured ufton the 
desoluic. This vision or pro- 
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phecy, consists of three general 
parts. A deiimitive period pre- 
‘ixed—etiects to be produced in 
the conclusion of it—and scenes 
‘o succeed it—-An ilustration of 

ese, it is hoped, will exhibit 
the contents of the vision in 
their true import. 

I. The period prefixed, sevex- 
ty weeks. These weeks accord. 
ing to the mode of computation 
adopted by this Prophet, are 
prophetic weeks; each week 
containing seven days, and each 
day denoting a year ; accord- 
ing to which, the seventy weeks 
are 490 years. For the com- 
putation of these weeks acertain 
period is fixed, or date given; 
From the going forth of th coni- 
mandment' to restere and build 
Jerusalem. This could not be 
the decree of Cyrus for the lib- 
eration of the Jews from the 
Babylonish captivity, as these 
weeks, computed from that pe- 
riod, would expire about eighty 
years before tie existence of 
those events, which by all expos- 
itors, are acknowledged to be 


_the important subjects of this 


prophecy, . But they are to be 
computed. from the celebrated 


| decree of Artaxerxes Longima- 


nus given to Ezra, to go up to 
Jerusalem and restore God’s 
worship according to its primi- 


| tive institution. The occasion 


appears to have been this. Cy- 
rus proclaimed liberty to the 
Jews, saying to Jerusalem, Thou 
shalt be built, and to the temple; 
Thy foundation shall be laid. _To 
this work the Jews applied them- 
selves with great ardor on their 
return to Judea ; but it was em- 
barrassed and retarded by the ar- 
tifices of their inveterate ene- 
mies, the Samaritans, Ammo- 
nites and Moabites, through the 
reigns of Cyrus. and hisson Cam- 
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byses, or Ahasuerus; and by'the 
decree of Smerdis, or Artax- 
erxes, Was entirely suspended. 
Ezra, ch. iv. The work was re- 
sumed by the Jews by the ad- 
dress of Haggai and Zecha. 
(ch. V.) and thro’ the favorable 
decree of Darius (ch. vi.) the 
temple was finished in the sixth 
year of his reign, about twenty 
three years aftcr the return from 
the captivity of Babylon. ‘Tho’ 
the temple was built and the 
worship of God attended in it, 
yet this was but a partial resto- 
ration ; the decree of Cyruswas 
but partiaily executed. Many 
profanations also had insimmated 
themselves ; J/erusméert was yet 
easte ond the gi tes. were consum- 
ed with fire. Neh- iti.” lo correct 
abuses amid effect acomplete res- 
toration, Artaxerxes, in thie s¢- 
venth year of hisereign, gave 
that liberal decree to F.zray re- 
corded Ezrach. vii. From the 
going forth of this command- 
ment are the. 70 wecks, or 496 
years, to be Computed. These 
weeks by the angel are, divided 
into three partsy 7, wecks, 62) 
weeks and one week. In the Z 
wecks the work “of restoration 
was tobe completed, in which 
the street and wall should be built 
in troublous times. How exact! ¥ 
this part of the prophecy was 
fulfilled, is very obvious from the 
history of Nehemiah.—from 
these 7 weeks Or 49 years are the 
62 wecks, or 434 years, to be 
computed. ‘These introducethe 
third part, the one week, when 
the Messiah should appear, first 
by his messénger, who should 
prepare his way, and then in his 
own glorious person, to finish 
transgression, make an end of 
sin, and bring in everlasting 
righteousness for the salvation of 
his people. 

Was it not from the definite 
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terms of this prophecy, that such 
a general and anxious expectas 
tion of the Messih obtained 
among the Jews, about the time 
of his advent ? Art thou he that 
should come or leok we for 
another ? The divine dec- 
laration, that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the sere 
pent’s head, certified the event, 


' the incarnation of the redeemer. 


‘Lhe promise'to Abraham defin- 
ed the nation of which he should 
be, of his posterity, or ‘he Jews. 
The prophecy of Jacob, The 
sceptre shall not depart from Ju- 
dah, prescribed the gride. ‘The 
promise to Davids the family ; 
and the, propheey of Micah, 
Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, the 
town or city. But however ac- 
curately these prophecies might 
define those particular subjects, 
yet the Jews could never deter- 
Mine from them the time, «when 
the Messiah should appear. But 
‘this prophecy of Daniel, making 
the time a principal subject, ‘des 
fined it in the. most explicit 
terms. It should be seventy 


Muweek., or 490 years from the g0- 


Ming forth of th€ commandment. 


_— As thisiprefiteda period from 


which th $ could calculate, 
it Pprenionishcd them precisely 
of the time, when the® word 
should bemade fiesh and dwell 
among them.” Computing from 
this period ard perceiving that 
the time was abont to. expire, 
thefr thindswere filled with ar- 
dent expettation, that the Lord 
would suddenly come into his 
temple ; and at the time prefix- 
cd he appeared to the inexpres- 
sible joy of those who were wait- 
ing for the consolation of Israel. 
Let us now consider, 


Il. The works tobe effected in 
this conclusion, or last part, of 





this period. These are expres- 
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sec in the following terms. 4rd 
« he siull co firmthe covenant with 
mani, for oie weck, Which was ef- 
fectcu Ly the preaching oi John 
the 1’.L ust, of his disciples, and 
his own public ministry, He 
shali finish iranegresston and make 
recor. tliation for iniguity, seal up 
the vi ion and firothecy, or fulfil 
all the prophecies concerning 
himself and anoint,.the most holy, 
And after sixty and two weeks 
from the seven, orin the sevcen- 
tieth week shall Messiah be cut 
off, and he shullmake the offcring 
and oblaiion to cease. As these 
are particular parts of one gen- 
eral and» very obvious subject, 
permit them to.be expressed in 
one general observation, that 
they, relate to the accomplish- 
ment of the wonderful and glo- 
ricus work of redemption bv Je- 
sus Christ 5 importing, that by 
his obedience he should bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and in 
the midst (last half, say critics) 
of the week be cut off, making 
reconciliation for iniquity by his 


cause the sacrifice and oblation 
to cease, by perfecting forever 
thein that are sanctified, by the 
one offerings of himself. This 
completed the seventy weeks 
and determined, or concluded, 
the Jewish church state, abro- 
gated their peeuliar economy, 


and dissolved all distinctions of 


Nations, times and places. ‘The 
seed of Abraham then ceased to 
be God’s peculiar people, Jeru- 
salem was no more his holy city, 
nor the temple his holy habita- 
tion. Let us next consider 


WI. The scene which should 
succeed this period. 


And the end of the Jewish state 
shall be wiih a flood of calamities 
coming on the nation like a 
mighty torrent, and the people of 


Explanation of the Prophecies of Daniel. 
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thef rince that shall come, the Ro. 
mans, shall destroy ihe cttu and 
the sanctuary and to the end of the 
war. desclutions are determined, 
aid for the wversfireading of abome- 
inations he (God, by his instru. 
ments, the Roman piinces) eiull 
make it, the city of Jerusalem, 
or the region of Judea, desolate 
even to the consummaiionand that 
whichis determined shall be jioured 
on the desolate: or, until God hath 
complcted that series of terrible 
judgments with which heis deter- 
mined to punish the aggravated 
wickedness of that guilty nation. 
See Mat. xxiv. chap—dAs the 
conquest of the Jews and the 
desolation of Jerusalem by the 
Romans, are generally known 
from the most authentic histo- 


ries, and the present.state of tiat 


miserable people, let it suflice to 
remark upon, this part of the 
prophecy, that God hath illus- 
trated, by events, every part of 
it most minutely. . The calami- 
ties of the Jews in the war made > 


' upon them by the Romans, are 
Own most precious blood, and | 


without a parallel. War and 
the sword without, and famine, 
pestilence, factions, massacres 
and assassinations within the 
city, destroyed 1100,000 during 
the siege. They were finally 
overcome, their city destroyed 
and their temple burnt, they 
were captivated and dispersed, 
and continue a reproach, an his- 
sing, a astonis!:iment and a ter- 
ror, throughout all nations to 
this day ; a continued miracle in 
support of the truth of divine 
declarations, a visible illustration 
of the fulfilment of the several 
parts of this prophecy, and will 
so continue until the whole of that 
which is determined shall be jure 
ed on the desolate. 

The work proposed hath now 
becn attempted, the typical rep- 
resentation been considered, the 
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events signified by them produ 
sed, and a review of them sug- 
ests the following reflections, 

I. The book of Danicl con- 
tains avaricty of wonderful vis- 
jons, or typical representations. 
When the inquisitive mind of 
king Nebuchadnezzar, in his 
slumbering moments, would 
penetrate into the destinies of 
futurity, instantly a splendid and 
terrific image rears up itself be- 
fore him, which was of a very 
singular composition. The head 
of gold, the breasts and armg-of 
silver, the belly and thighs of 
brass, the legs of iron, and the 
feet and toes part of iron and 
part of potter’s clay. What a 
wonderful spectacle, was this, 
and how must the mind of king 
Nebuchadnezzar have been af- 
fected by it? Did any such ob- 
ject ever address itself to the 
astonished eyes of mortal men. 
Similar to‘this was the vision of 
the Prophet ‘Danicl when d 
sleep falleth upon men, Beho 
a majestic lion, having the wings 
of an eagle on his back, comes 
in his view; thema bear having» 
three ribs in his mouth ; then a 
leopard having four heads and 
upon his back four wings of a 
fowl; and last-of all, a beast 
dreadful and terrible, having 
great iron teeth and ten horns on 
his head. ‘Then the vision of 
the ram with two horns coming 
up out of the river, and of an he 
goat with a notable horn be- 
tween his eyes, coming from the 
west, skimming through the 
air, and not touching the 
ground. What strange sights 
were these, such as the world 
had never seen, nor had i imagi- 
nation ever painted the like on 
the mind of man. 

II. These visions typified a 
series of important subjects and 
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ted ‘one entire objét..’ 
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interesting events, This may 
be illustrated by observing, 


1. This series of events was _ 


in connection and ‘suceession.— 


The several metals which com-.~ 


posed the image were conneéct- 
ed with each other and constitu- 
The 
beasts appeared before the Pro- 
phet in succession, first the lion, 
then the beary &é. denoting a 


succession of kingdonis” and c us 
‘vents. wee ? 


<2 


2. These visions or types} 


theif peculiar and appropriate 


signification. Hieroglyphics, and 
describing subjects by figurative 
i a were in great 
and ge use among the'an- 
cients, in wr ond con- 
versation. Of this nature were 
even all the religious Tites and 
sacrifices among the Jews, and 
all the allegories and parables in 
the. sacred Such” in 
their kind-were all the, visions 
of the Prophets. “Such was the 


beasts. 
ticular subjects ‘and events — 


Thus were they designed by the 


authors, and so Were they un- 
derstood by the subjects of 
them. ‘This is the dream and 


‘we will shew the king the inter- 


pretation. Thou, O king, arta 
king Of kings. Thou art this 


heed of Gold, And after’ thee 


shall arise another kingdomy &c. 
Then I went near io one that 
stood by und asked him the truth, 
ithe sienification, ef all this. So 
he told me and made me under- 
stand the interfiretation of the 
things; vii..16. When 1, even 
I Daniel, had seen the vision 
and sought Sor the meaning, then 
I hear d a man’s voice which said, 
Gabriel make this man to w7- 
derstand the vision. Sohe came 
near and said, Understand, O son 


a 


} image, and such were the four 
These represented par- ~ 


~~, 
ys. 

















* ? of man. 
metals which composed tie 


~ phall arise. 


‘Persia, and the rough he 
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The four different 
image, and the four beasts of 
the visions are’ aitinitely inter- 
preted to signify four kings or 
kingdoms, which should arise 
out of the earth. Zen IT would 
know the truth of the fourth beast 


‘and of the ten horns which cam 


ufimVhus he said, Vie fourth 
beast is tite fourthkingdom wich 
The ram wiih tie 
horns are the kings of Media and 
goat is 
the king of Greece. ‘ow @x- 
plicit is this interpretation of 
these visions? A certain writer 
has observed, “ If theré were 
men (Prophets) to Whom the 
Almighty communicated some 
event that would “take place in 
future, it is consistent to sup- 
pose that the event’ would “bc 
told interms that would be un- 
derstood, and not related in such 
a loose and obscure manner as to 
fit almost any circumstance that 
might happen afierward.” And 
is not the interpretation of 
these visions in terms very 28 
Spicuous? Can he invent term 


-more explicit and intelligible ?— 


Is not this reflection upon pro- 
phecy very unreasonable ? 

3. There is a wonderful and 
pleasing aptitude in these types 
to represent the various subjects 
and events signified by them.— 
How aptly did the head of Geld 
in the image, and the lion ae 
mong the beasts represent the 
opulence and splendor, the 
strengh and majesty of the em- 
pire of Babylon How aptly 
did the breast and arms typify 
the empire of Media and Persia, 
united in Cyrus, by the mar- 
riage of the Persian king with 
the Median princess. from a u- 
nion of hearts in the most ten- 
der and endearing affections j— 
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How fitiy cid the bear with three 
ribs in his mouth represent the 
voracity and cruclty of that con. 
querine empire 2 As for CrOWNs | 
the kings of Persia Wore the 
heads of rams adorned with pre. 
cious stones, when Daniel say 
ihe ram with two horns come 
np out of the river, and push 
westward. and northward 


aug 


southward, how expressively cid hi 
this Pepres®nt tue CONQMES's of tc 
the united kingdoms of Bicdia of 
and Persia. Do net the belly _ 
ud thighs of the image, the P 
leoperd wi te ee" upon 1 
his back, among the beasts, end . 
the rough he gout as admirably 7 
represent the courage of the 
Macedonians,the rapidity of their F 
conquests, the luxury of their P 
kings, the division of their ein- } 
pire into four kingdoms and the - 
final descent of it into the king. JE © 
doms of Syria and Egypt? Did, P 
i water, face ever answer to 7 
face with greater exactDess, than , 
these visions describe'the ¢ get nius, : 
character, conquests and final y 
issue of the extraordinary em- : 
pire of the Greeks? ~ What ; 
think we of the iron legs of the 
image, and the fect and toes part ' 
of iron and part miry clay, to , 
denote first the strength, and 

then the weakness of the mighty 
empire of Rome, the unnatural , 


commixture of the native citi- 
zens with the ignoble — barba- 
rians, and the division of it into 
ten kingdoms? What shall we 
thinkofthe monstrous, nameless 
beast having great iron “teeth 
and ten horns on his head, to 
denote the destructive cruelty of 
that empire, and the kingdoms 
into which it was divided ‘— 
Could any type represent them 
with greater aptness? What 
do we think of the little horn 
springing up among the ten, and 
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prostrating three before it, hav 
ing the eyes of a man, and a 
mouth speaking great words, a- 
gainst thc most High with” a 
look more stout than his feél- 
lows’ Does it not with adami- 
rable accuracy describe the rise, 
estublisument, subiilty, arro- 
gance, blasphemy and persecu- 
tioncf Antichrist ? | And yet it 
hath been said, with an atfron- 
tery almost provoking, “ that a 
blu: der will serve for a type.” 
If we pass from types to pro- 
phecy, how correct, how precise 
the predictions conccrning the 
emulations, Strategems and con- 
flicts of the Kings of Syria and 
Egypt, particularising even the 
dissimulation and hypocrisy they 
practised at the table ‘ Can it 
justly be said, that these are so 
equivocal as to.fit almost any 
circumstance which might hap- 
pen afterward? ~ Do not the 
seventy weeks with great per- 
spicuity and exactness define 
the continuation and conclusion 
of the Jewish economy, and the 
advent of the Messiah, with the 
destruction of Jerusalem, » the 
calamities, captivity and disper- 
sion ofthe Jews? Must it mot 
then be very fulscly asserted, 
that the prophecies “ are a bow 
of a thousand years, which comes 
only within a thousand miles of 
a mark ?” 

4. These visions or types are 
applicable to no other subjects 
than those ascribed to them in 
this prophecy. However, with 
a kind of pleasurable ease, the 
aptitude of these pes to signify 
their peculiar subjects may be 
displayed, yet itexceeds the ef- 
forts of the most consummate 
genius to make them represent 
anv other subjects or kingdoms 
with aptness and propricty.— 
Although it is beneath the dig- 
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nity ofthis publication to recite 4 


the vulgar language of the au- © & 


tior who has asserted, “ that a 
blunder will serve for a prophe- 
cy; yet the learted world will 
be infinitely obliged to him if he 
will produce otiicr kingdoms and 
events which have existedinthe | 
world, to which. these visions va 
willapply with as great aptness.”~ 
and beauty, as tothe empiresjo£ 
Babylon and Persia, Greece and 
tome. Or if he will invert the 
order of the subjects or events, 


a+ 
$e 


? 


ys 


and make it manifest, that the Pi 


types as fitly represent them, as 


they do in the order in which) ~~) 


they are placed. If, for instance. 
he will take the golden head of » ~ 
the image and apply it to the ~~ © 
Romans, and shew that it repre- 
sents their empire, from its rise ‘Be 
to its final dissolution, its prima- 

ry strength, its division into ten 


_ kingdoms andthe coalition. of 





ae 





the native. Romans with the ? 
northern nations, with as great 
aptness, as it is represented by 

the legs of iron, Ry 2k feet and 

toes, part of iron and part of 
miry clay; or if he will make 

the legs, feet and toes represent 

the unity, opulence and splen- 

dor of the Babylonian empire, as 

fitly as they are represented by 

the head of goid; orifhewill | 
make the breast_and arms of 9 
silver, represent the kingdom of 
the Greeks, as aptly as it is re- 
presented by the belly and thighs 

‘of brass; or if he will take the 
brazen belly and thighs and 
make them represent the king- 
dom of Media»and Persia, as 
fitly as itis represented by the 
breast and arms of silver; or if 

he will make the nameless mon- 
s‘rous beast with great iron teeth 

in his mouth andten horns on 

his head, describe the strength 
and grandeur ef the Babylonish 
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empire as aptly as it is repre- 
sented by the lion; or if he will 
make the ram with two horns 
represent the’ Macedonian em- 
pire, first with Alexander at its 
head, and then devided between 
his four captains, as fitly as it is 
represented by the he goat with 
a notable horn between his eyes 
and four horns on his headj or 
if he will make the he goat re- 
present the empire of Media 
and Persia as fitly as it is repre- 
sented by the ram with two 
horns; or even if he will make 
the coming of the he goat to the 


ram and smiting him and break- | 
ing his two horns, as apily re- | 


present the conquest of Baby- 
Jon by Cyrus, as’ it represented 
the conquest of Darius and the 
Medo Persian empire by Alex- 
ander ; or if he will apply the 
characteristics of the little horn, 
the eyes of a man, a mouth 
speaking great words, a look 
more stout than his fellows, &c. 
to any other power or poten- 
tate, as aptly as they apply to the 
hierarchy of Rome ; or if, pas- 
sing types and proceeding to 
predictions, he will shew that 
the prophecies concerning the 
kings of the north and south, 
apay be applied to any two em- 
wating kingdoms with as great 
justice and propriety, as even 
he must. know that they ap- 
ply to the Seleucide of Syria 
aad the Ptolemics of Egypt; or 
if passing frOm kings and courts 
{o times and seasons, he will 
shew that the vision of the seven- 
ty weeks has been accomplish- 
ed as minutely in other events, 
us it was fulfilled in the restora- 
tion of the Jewish state by Ezra 
and Nehemiah, in the incaria- 
tion of the Messiah, and the ac- 
complisimce of the work of re- 


denption, the dissolution of the 
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Jewish economy, the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the calamities 
of the Jews by the Romans;—If 
I say, that author or any other 
person will demonstrate that 
these visions will apply to other 
subjects and have been as pre. 
ciscly fulfilled in other events as 
they have in those to which 
they confine themselves, he will 
render a most important and es. 
sential service to mankind. 
It may now be observed, 

lil. That these visions have 
reccived a minute and complete 
accomplistiment in their pecu- 
liar evenis. This observation, 
itis hoped, hath been so antici- 
pated in the preceding explana- 
tion, that it can receive no im- 
provement by further ilfustra- 
tion. Have not the four great 
monarchies, long since risen, 
displayed their power and great 
ness on the theatre of human 
action, and retired from the 
stage? Have not the seventy 
wecks long since expired, and 
their peculiar events been ac: 
complished? Hath not Anti- 
christ, long since, reared up him- 
self, spoken great words against 
the most High, thought to 
change times and laws, and 
worn out the saints with pains 
and tortures? And is it not most 
manifest from the signs of the 
times, that the judgment is sit- 
ting, and they are taking away 
his kingdom from him to con- 
sume and destroy it even to the 
end? Isit not most evident al- 
so, that the stone cut out with- 
out hands is. smiting the image; 
and filling the whole earth? That 
the exalted Messiah is rearing 
up his glorious kingdom which 
shall not be given to another 
people, but shall stand forever? 
Is it not most evident, that all 
the visions and prophecies re- 
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lating to preceding times and 
events have received a minute 
and full accomplishment? Yea, 
is it not as demonstrable from 
the most authentic histories, 
that the subjects in their kind, 
and the events in that order in 
which this prophetic system 
hath drawn them, have been ef- 
fected and realized, as it is that 
Julius Cesar was assassinated 
by Cassius and Brutus, or that 
the Roman empire was peaceful 
and happy in the reign of Au- 
gustus {* 


The genuineness of the book 
of Daniel and the accomplish- 
ment of his visions being adimit- 
ted, we may infailibly infer, the 
divine inspiration of his prophe- 


a 


* When Jerome, in his controversy 
with Porphyry, in support of Chris- 
tiatfity produced the argument from 
prophecy, and e-pecially from the pro- 
pliecies of Daniel, his learned antago- 
nist found himself reduced to the hard 
necessity, to evade the argument, of 
denying that the book of Daniel was a 
prophecy; and of affirming, that it was 
an history written by some spurious 
author after the facts existed ; assert- 
ing that it was absolutely impossible 
that such a series of events should be 
so accurately described in the way of 
prediction. A late opposer of Chris- 
tianity has asserted, that the prophe- 
cies are a bow of a thousand years, 
which comes only within a thousand 
miles of a mark. So we see the 
great ancient and the modern opposers 
of Christianity asserting opposite pro- 
positions respecting the prophecies.— 
One, that they defcribe events so ex- 
actly that they cannot be predictions 
of future events, but must be histories 
of past transactions. The other, that 
they are so obscure and equivocal as to 

t almost any circumstance that may 
happen afterward. Will it amuse or 
edify the believers of divine revelation 
to see these virulent opposers of Chris- 


tianity settle this contradiction between 
themselves ? 


Vou. V. No. 2. 
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cy. It being conceded that 
Daniel wrete these prophecies, 
he must necessarily have written 
them cither, 


1. l'rom the native force and 
penetration of his own mind; 
but this could not suggest to 
him his own personal situation 
the next day, or the next 
houf; much less could it sug 
gest to him, with precision, the 
rise, greatness, fail and success 
sion of empires which depended 
upon the genius, volitions, cone 
nexions, habits, motives and ene 
terprises of innumerable indi- 
viduals in distant countries, and 
different regions, and for a long 
Succession of azes—or he must 
have written them, 


2. From philosophical and 
political calculation. 


If it be said, that Daniel from 
his knowledge of the luxury and 
effeminacy of the Babylonish 
court, and of the connexions 
which had been formed between 
the courts of Media and Persia 
might have predicted the con- 
guest of Babylon by their united 
arms and valor; yet what politi- 
cal data did he possess, from 
which he could have calculated 
the war of the Persians with the 
Greeks, and that the Greeks 
who then existed in numerous 
independent states, being united 
under one common sovereign, 
should attempt the conquest of 
Persia and effect it? That the 
royal family should be extin- 
guished, and the empire be di- 
vided into four kingdoms, and 
that implacable enmities should 
subsist between the kings of 
Syria and Egypt? Or what 
political principles did he pos- 
sess, from which he could cal- 
culate that Rome, then in a 


I 
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2 
state of infancy and obscurity, 
and for extent of territory infe- 
rior to many of the provinces of 
Babylon, should subdue, and as 
with great iron teeth devour 
the whole, and then be subdued 
herself by the barbarous nations 
of the north? Or by what po- 
litical skill could he predict the 
rise, power, tyranny and perse- 
cutions of Antichrist, who for 
ages afterwards did not exist 
even in embryo? To predic- 
ted these events and the or- 
der in which they should exist, 
must it not absolutely have baf- 
fled and confounded the most 
consummate skill of the ablest 
politician? But Daniel did pre- 


ized in their peculiar events. 


effort of genius, or by political 


within himself, he must have 
predicted them through the 
influence of some foreign cause 
or external agent;—but no 
external agent was adequate 
to this but he of whom are 


are all things andby whomare all | 


things, and who hath determined 
the times before appointed, who is 
Gop. He only, whose infinitely 
capacious mind, at one all-com- 
prehensive and intuitive view 
apprehends, the most distant 
future events, with equal clear- 
hess and precision as the pre- 
sent, could communicate this 
series of revolutions and events 
to his holy servant, the Prophet. 
Originating from this supreme 
and infinitely intelligent cause, 
Jrom God, to whom are known 
all his works from the begin- 
ning of the world, and commu- 


hicet.d to his holy Frophet by 
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his immediate influence, they 
possess an infallible certainty 
and precision, and demonstrate 
their divine authority by their 
exact fulfilment. This revela. 
tion, therefore, bears the strong 
and lively impression of original 
divinity. With equal perspicu. 
ity it evinces an absolute divine 
prescience of future events, and 
the establishment of a universal 
and immutable system of ope. 
ration, according to which God 
invariably proceeds, working all 
things according to the counsel 
of his own will. His own de- 
signs and operations being irre- 
versibly established in his own 


| mind, for his own purpose and 
dict them, and the order in | 


which they should succeed ; and | 
his predictions have been real- 


grace, for the instruction and 
support of his people, he re- 
vealed them to his holy servants, 


the Prophets, and they commu- 
3. If Daniel could not have | 


predicted these events by an_ 


nicated them, notin words which 
man’s wisdom taught, but which 


_ were dictated by the Holy Ghost. 
skill, by no power or principle | 


Originating from such an infalli- 
ble cause and realized in their 
peculiar events, they demon- 
strate with an irresistible ener- 
gy, that the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man, 
but holy men ef God, spake as 
they were inoved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

The evidence for the divine 
authority of the holy scriptures, 
from prophecy, by the continued 
fulfilment of it, hath been in- 
creasing from age to age. It 
hath received additional lustre 
from those recent events in pro- 
vidence, by which God hath 
been visibly taking away the do- 
minion of the little horn and 
giving the kingdom to the peo- 
ple of his saints. Much more 
hardened and inexcusable must 
they be who reject this revela- 
tion from God, under that blaze 
of light, with which the divine 
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authority of it now addresses it- 
self to the mind, than they who 
lived in past, in more obscure 
and bewildered ages. Let no 
one be faithless and unbelieving, 
lest he procure to himself that 
awful rebuke of heaven, Behold 
ye desfisers and wonder and prer- 
ish. And do not these consid- 
erations mightily tend to con- 
firin the faith of believers, and 
make the children of Zion 
jovful in their king? What 
irresistible evidence have they 
from the accomplishment of 
scripture prophecies, of their 
real divinity ? And are not the 
fulfilment of those, which relate 
to Babylon, Media and Persia, 
Greece, Rome and Antichrist, 
so many implicit assurances ; 
that he will fulfil those made to | 
the Messiah, respecting his glo- 
rious and eternal kingdom ?— 
How impressively does the ex- 
hortation of the Prophet address 
them? The vision is yet an ap- 
pointed time, but at the end it 
shall speak and not lie ; though 
it tarry wait for it; because it 
will surely come, it will not tar- 
ry. Andis not the Lord, to the 
astonishment and joy of his 
friends, and the confusion of his 
foes, marvellously effecting an 
accomplishment of these promi- 
ses in the present day? And 
should not the manifest opera- 
tions of the most High stimulate 
his servants to fortitude, activi- 
ty, zeal and perseverance in 
those holy exertions which he 
kath appointed to be the means 
of promoting his cause in the 
world?) Commending them by 
faith and prayer to his gracious 
benediction, we wait and in a 
full assurance that in the set 
time he will appear in his glory 
and build up Zion, and make her 
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67 
OricrnaL Lervrer of the Rev, 
RicuaRrD Bax?er, written 


nearly 150 years ago, taken 
Jrom an English Magazine, 


To E. R. Esq. 


Sir, 


HE many obligations laid 

upon me by the kindness 
of your parents, and the last re- 
quest of your mother on your 
behalf, command me to make 
known my thoughts to you con- 
cerning your present and ever- 
lasting state. 

I know the grace of God is 
free, and that many parents are 
in heaven, whose children are in 
hell ; but yet, some respect the 
mercy of God hath to children 
for their parents’ sake; which 
puts me in some hope of you ; 
and, for myself, I cannot think 
of your mother, whose soul is 
now with God, without a strong 
affection to her offspring ; which 
will not suffer me to see you 
perish in utter silence, and to 
forbear my admonition, how 
ungrateful soever it may prove 
to your corruption. 

I have long enquired after 
your welfare; and, from the 
voice of Fame, I heard a very 
sad report of you:—That you 
were quite given up to drink- 
ing, sporting, idle company and 
courses, in flat licentiousness, 
in your disobedience to your 
father, and to the grief of his 
heart; and that,as you were a 
child when you should have been 
aman, sonow you grow worse 
than man or child; so that your 
father has purposed to marry, 
and disinherit you, that he might 
not leave his estate to such a 

I was loth to credit 
this report; but made further 
enquiry of some that I knew to 
be your friends, and all confirm- 
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ed it; so that I am in great fears 
lest it be true. 

Sir, believe it, these lines are 
not begun to you without tears. 
Alas! that the only son, the too 
much beloved darling of my 
dear deceased friend, should 
prove a wretch, an invincible 
neglecter of God and his salva- 
tion, and an heir of everlastins 
misery (without conversion) !— 
Shall the soul of such an affec- 
tionate, careful mother sce you 
in damnation ! She ll the heart 
of a loving father, who looked for 
much of his earthly comfort 7 
you, have his greatest earthly 
sorrow from you! Is it not sor- 
row enough to him to part with 
half himself, but he must see his 
only son as lost and dead while 
he is alive ! 

Sir, if you cannot feel words, 
you shall shortly have that which 
will make you feel. What! is 
your heart become a stone ‘— 
Have you so lately seen the face 
of death in as deceased moiher, 
and do you no better bethink 
you of your own? I beseech 
you, for the sake of her that 
charged you by her last words 
to you, to be ruled by me; nay, 


I beseech you, for the sake of 


God and of your soul, that you 
would take these lines a little 
into your private serious thoughts 
if you know how to be serious; 
and that you will not procecd 
any further in your folly, till you 
can tell how to answer the ques- 
tions which I shall now put to 
you. 

Sir, what do you think on? 
Do you not believe that the infi- 
nite God beholdeth you, and that 
you live in his presence? Is 
God’s presence nothing to you! 
Are you affected with nothing 
but what you see? Do you live 
only by sense, and not by faith? 
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Say not so, without an acknowl. 
edgment of brutishness; do not 
50, unless you will disown your 
manhood. 

i beseech you, tell me, do you 
ever thiak of dying, and of what 
follows‘ if not, what shift do 
you make to overcome your wit, 
so far as to forget it? If you do, 
what shift make you to over. 
come your wit and sense itself 
so far as to disregard it? Can 
your culty soul endure the ter- 
rors of an offended Miiest y? Is 
it nothing to be condemned by 
the most holy God to everlasting 
torments ? 

Sir, you had best bethink you 
quickly whom you have to do 
with. Jt is not only an earth- 
ly father that you offend, 
but you are a creature and a 
subject of eternal Majesty — 
You owe him your highest love 
and obedience; and he will have 
it, or he will have your heart’s 
bleod for it. He will make you 
khow yourself, and know your 
maker, and know his laws, and 
know your duty—or he will 
make you howi in endless mis- 
ery for it. You may make bold 
with a man like yourself; but 
be not too bold with the consum- 
ing fire. The sun is darkness 
in comparison of his glory ; the 
heavens and earth are but as an 
hand-breadth, in comparison of 
his infiniteness. Thousands and 
ten thousands of glorious An- 
gels are praising and serving 
flim, while such a thing as you 
are slighting, forgetting and dis- 
obeying Him. And do you 
think he will long put up with 
this at your hands! If you 
dare take your Prince by the 
throat, if you dare play with a 
raging hung sry lion, yet do not 
play with the wrath of God— 





ifyou dare venture on fire or 
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water, yet learn more wit than 
to venture on hell-fire. 

Do you think these are but 
empty words? Believe you not 
alife to come? Ifyou do not, 
your unbelief shall not procure 
your escape; but experience 
shall convince you, and make 
you, in despite of youy believe 
or confess that there is an cnd- 
less life that you should have 
provided for. If you do believe 
it, are you out of your wits, man, 
to believe one thing and do an- 
other ‘—to believe that you are 
near to heaven or hell, and yet 
make light of it ! 

QO, Sir, itis but a few days 
that you have to take your flesh- 
jy pleasures in; but it is long, 
and long indeed that you must 
sufier for it, if speedy, sound 
conversion prevent it not. How 
many years must your rotten 
flesh and bones lie in the earth, 
while your soul is paying dear 
for your wilfulness ? And how 
many millions of years after 
must soul and body lie in hell? 
Will you take comfort in the 
remembrance of your present 
pleasures? Will it ease your 
torments, think you, to remem- 
ber that once you had your will, 
and once you gratified your 
flesh ? 

Sir, deal plainly and not de- 
ceitfully with yourself. Are 
you considerately reselved to 
sell all your hopes of heaven for 
your pleasure ? Are you resol- 
ved of it? Will you make so 
mad a bargain? Will you ven- 
ture upon hell for a littie sensual 
delight? If this be your delibe- 
rate resolution, you be not wor- 
thy the name of a man, nor wor- 
thy to come into the company 
ofmen. If itbe not, whet mean 
you, to do it? The Governor 
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told you, that they that are afver 
the fiesh, do mind ihe things of 
the flesh; and they that are after 
the spirit, the things of tie sftrit 
that to be carnalliy mindedis death 
that if ue live after the flesh, ye 

shall die j——that thes who are in 

the flesh caniot picase God—and 

that, tfany man have rot the spire 

it of Christ, hcis none of his. 

Sir, all these, and a hundred 
more such, are the true words 
of God, which I mind you of, 
that you may sce who it is that 
you are sobold with, and what itis 
that you cast your soul on. Jest 
not with damnation. Hearken 
net to the suggestions of your 
vain imagination, nor to the de- 
ceitful words of prating sensual- 
ists, when you sce the words of 
God against them; remember 
who you are, and where you 
stand: though you are a gentle- 
man, you are but a lump of walk- 
ing dirt, as to that bodily part 
which vou pamper. ‘You are 
continually in the hand of Ged. 
How afraid am I, lest I should 
ere long hear of your death, and 
so you should be past recovery 
in hell, and out of the reach of 
warnings and advice ! And what 
a base dishonor is it to your un- 
derstanding, that you should sct 
so high an estimate on the sor- 
did delights of vour fleshly mind, 
as to cast away God and Christ, 
and heaven, and soul, and friends, 
and credit, and conscience, and 
all for them ! 

Why, Sir, is it really your 
judgment that your fleshly plea- 
sures are worth all these? Ifit 
be, what a blind and sottish mind 
have you? I dare say and pro- 
fess, that no man in Bedlam hath 
a greater error. If it be not 
your judgment, will you go a- 
gainst your own judgment !— 


We We 





and Judge of the world hath 





Why, in this, you are far worse 
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than any beast; for a beast hath 
no reason to rule his appetite, 
and sodisobeycth not his reason; 
but you have reason, if you will 
not stifle and bury it, but use it. 
W hatis it that you love so much 
better than God, than Christ, 
than heaven, and all? Is it 
drink and play, and fieshly piea- 
sure? Why a heathen, a ‘Lurk, 
a dog, aswine, hath his part in 
these as well asyou. ‘ake it 
not ill that I speak to you in so 
plain and homely a phrase. | 
tell you the day is even at hand 
when your tongue shail confess 
that I spoke not half so ill of your 
way of folly as it doth deserve — 
You have read in Luke, (the 
sixteenth) of him that was ter- 
mented in hell, because he had 
his good things in this life, in 
gay clothing and delicious fare : 
and how much worse than this 
do you! 

O, Sir, remember sin is de- 
ceitful, the flesh is base, the 
world is worthless, pleasures 
here are short; but God is of 
infinite perfection ; heaven is a 
certaim durable possession ; holi- 
hess is sweet and amiable; the 
life of godliness is clean, and 
safe, and pleasant. 

I am loth to word it with you 
any further ; but address myself 
to you, in the grief of my heart, 
for your sin and misery, with 
these three important requests, 
which I intreat you, that you 
will not deny me. 

First, That you will, patiently 
and considerately, read over and 
over this letter which I write to 
you. 

Secondly, That you will de- 
liberately read over this treatise 
of conversion, which herewith 
I send you; and as you go, ex- 
amine your soul by it, and allow 
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it your most sober solitary 
thoughts. 

Thirdly, That you would 
presently, this night, betake 
yourself to God in prayer, on 
your knees, and lament with 
tears your former folly,and earn. 
estly beg his pardoning grace, 
and beseech him to give you a 
new, a holy, a mortified mind ; 
and make this seriously your 
daily practice; and then, go to 
your father, and on your knees, 
confess your sin and disobedi- 
ence, and beg his pardon, and 
promise unfeignedly to do so 
no more; and that from this 
day forward, you will take your 
fleshly disposition for the great 
and dangerous enemy of your 
soul ; on the conquest of which 
your salvation lieth ; and which 
you must study to subdue, and 
not to please. Read what Paul 
himself thought necessary ;* and 
that you never more meddle 
with sports and recreations, or 
drink, or other fleshly pleasures, 
but soberly and ordinately, and 
no more than is needful to fit 
you for the service of God ; and 
that your care and business, and 
every day’s work may be (when 
you have bewailed your youth- 
ful foiiy) to do God all the ser- 
vice that you can, and make 
ready for your appearing before 
the Lord; and make sure of 
that everlasting glory which you 
have forfeited. 

Go not out of doors till you 
have examined yourself whethe: 
you go upon your master’s busi- 
ness; and whether your work 
be such that you could be com- 
fortably found in, if death shall 
call you before you come in 
again. 

— 


* 1 Cor. ix. 25—27. 





1804.) 


One thing is needful, and all 
things else are toys. Choose 
the better parts, which shall 
never be taken from you ;t hate 
such a disposition as hankers 
after sensual brutish delights, 
and loveth pleasures more than 
God; and had ratherbe at sports, 
or drinking, than in his service ; 
and loves the company of mer- 
ry jovial fools better than of them 
that fear the Lord ;¢ and had 
rather sport and talk away time, 
than spend it in preparing for 
eternal glory; for if this be the 
present frame of your mind, as 
true as the word of God is true, 
you are dead in sin, and an heir 
of hell; and cannot be saved, 
unless converting, saving grace, 
do make you a new creature, 
and give you a new heart, so 
that old things fiass away, and all 
things become new with you. § 

Sir, I again beseech you to 
erant me these three requests 
that I have made to you. It 
would rejoice me much to hear 
of your conversion, as it grieves 
me to hear what you are, and 
fear what you will be. If you 
yield thus much to God and me, 
you will have the everlasting 
comfort of it. If you will not, I 
do testify to your face, that it is 
not your fleshly pleasures, nor 
idle, delusory companions, nor 
your unbelief, stupidity, false 
imaginations, or childish folly, 
that shall save you from the 
burning wrath of God; and I 
profess, I had rather be a toad 
than you. And let me add, the 
words of a dying mother, and 
the earnest requests of her and 
your yet surviving friend, shall 
Witness against you before the 
Lord, and aggravate that load 

—— 
t Luke x. 42. 


t Psa. xv. 4. 
§ 2 Cor. v. 17, 
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that must be on your soul to all 
eternity. 

Sir, nobody shall know from 
me what I write to you, if you 
keep it to yourself and amend ; 
and as long as no eye seeth it but 
your own, the plainest dealing, 
in so great a cause, can be no 
injury to you. But let me tell 
you, if you shall go on in folly, 
and turn not unto God, and live 
not in his fear, perhaps I may 
publish to the knowledge of the 
woild the admonition which I 
have given you, that your name 
may rot to all posterity ; and it 
may appear, that if you were 
disobedient to a dying mother, 
yet, I was faithful to the last 
charge of a dying friend; and if 
you durst abuse the Lord by 
sinning, so durst not I by letting 
you alone. But God forbid that 
you should put me tothis! [ 
cannot, I will not yet give up 
my hope, that God hath mercy 
for a son of so many prayers 
and tears which have been pour- 
ed out for you by a saint now in 
heaven; and which, the Lord 
is Witness, are seconded with the 
tears of your surviving monitor, 
with which these lines were be- 
gun, and are now ending; and 
which shall be followed with my 
prayers, while God will give me 
a heart to pray, that you may 
presently prove a_ returning 
prodigal ; that both your earth- 
ly and heavenly father may re- 
joice, and say, Z/is our son was 
dead, and is alive again; was 
lost, and is found. (Luke xv. 
32.) I pray you, read the whole 
chapter. 

Sir, T remain an earnest de- 
sirer of your conversion and sal- 
vation, 


RICHARD BAXTER. 


Sept. l7th, 1657. 
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To THE EpIToRS OF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 


GAZINE. 
Rev. GENTLEMEN, 
THES wig mentioned in the 


following address, is termed the 
Female Missionary Society — 
Fach subscriber, pays 50 cents 
per annum.—The monies col- 
lected, are to be appropriated for 
the purchasing of the bible and 


other relicious books, which are 
to be cistributed among the 


1cedy inhabitants of our new set- 
tlements, and other places, as 
shall be thought expedicnt. 
Your's, 


PHILA. 


An Address, written by a female, 
io the Female Missionary Soci- 
ety, Massachusctts. 


Worthy and resfiectable friends, 
RE we not engaged in a 
glorious cause, and may 
we not hope fer the divine pres- 
ence of our God, and expect his 
blessing to rest uponus’ What 
can be more animating toa heav- 
= — soul, than to be striving 
advance the interest of the 
dear Redeemer, and doing every 
thing in its power (the grace of 
God attending’) to build up his 
kingdom im this world? Saith 
David, * while [ was musing the 
fire bur med: then spake tw ith my 

tongue.” Ps. xxxtx. 3. } 

that every child of God must band 
will say, when he reflects upon 
the late happy mecting of the 
Female Society 3 how transporte 
ine and soul refreshing was that 
precious se Sad whea we 
contemplate upon that wise and 
judicious plan, wr ich Was pro- 
posed by our worthy and Rever- 
end pasior, Uiat of Salen our- 
selves jnto a society, ior the pur- 
pose of comtributing for the re- 


' 
i 
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son h—. 
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licf of our poor heathen breth. if 
ren, who are perishing in native re 





darkness ; can we be destitute of 
gratitude to him? What can . 
move sensibly touch the feelings 







of a tender, pious heart, than ch 
this consideration, that one sou ba 
should perish for the want of av 
knowledge ? Can any one feel us 
the power of religion, and not is! 
wish to have others feel the of 
same? If we have ever tasted 

that the Lord is gracious, we hi 


shali long to have others partake " 


with us. We shall unite with th 
the psalmist and say, “Oh, taste Bagg ™ 
and see that the Lord is good: ™ 
blessed is the man that trusteth h 
in him.” Psalm xxxiv. 8. Ifthe = 
bible has ever been opened tous, Ug 
(for to the natural man it is a : 
sealed book) and we have been a 


able to say with the Psalmist ;— 
thy word have I hid in my heart; ’ 
—thy word is a lamp unto my . 
feet, and a light to my path ; 

I rejoice at thy word, as one that 
findeth great spoil :—thy word 
is very pure ; therefore thy ser- 
vant loveth it—QOh how love I 
thy law ; ’tis my meditation all 
the day. If, indeed, we have 
felt like this ; our eyes have been 
opened, to see wondrous things 
outof the law. And if so, we 
shall be ready to improve every 
opportunity, that God gives us, 
to manifest our love for our dear 
Lord and Master. How thank- 
ful ought we to be, to the Su- 
preme Being, that we are indul- 
ged this precious opportunity, 
which we now enjoy? Is it not 
animating, to think of being used 
us instruments in the hand of 
the great God, of bringing some 
poor, ignorant souls to the 
knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus ?—It surely is. If 
we love God ; if we love Jesus 
Christ, the blessed son of God ; 
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if we love his word ; if we doin 
realitv, love this holy religion of 
the ipeek and lowly JESUS 5 We 
shall iow aim at the divine glory, 
in this important business. ‘The 
child of Ged who has tasted that 
his wordis sweet; yeu, at times 
swecter than the honey or even 
the honey comb ; feels for per- 
ishing souls, that are destitute 
of this lieay 
My dear Christian friends, 
have not your hearts burned 
within you, as did the hearts of 
the two np when on their 
way to L:mmaus, and conversing 
about their dear Lord, Jesus 
himself drew near, and went 
with them? Flas not this been 
the case with some of you when 
Jesus has really drawn near, and 
opened to you the scriptures ; 
drawn back the veil, and enlight- 
ened the eyes of your under- 
ae: While thus your eyes 
ave been opened, to see and 
know your dear Lord, have you 
not run and told his disciples, 
that the Lord has risen indeed. 
Methinks some can answer in 
the aflirmative—If so, then wiil 
they rejoice to send these glad 
dings ‘of great joy, to our poor 
heathen brethren. And while 
we thus do, and meet together, 
tocommune one with another 
upen this benevolent plan; may 
Wwenot hope that Jesus will be in 
the midst of us and say, peace 
be unto you? Then, what 
calm serenity and heavenly 
peace will sit upon every coun- 
tenance; if Jesus deigns to 
converse with us. But it may 
be, that some will be filled with 
doubts and fearful apprehen- 
sions. If so, his words are, 
why are ye troubled, and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts ; 
behold my hands and my fcet, 
that it is I myscif.i— And behold 
Vou. V. No. 2. 


— 
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I send the promise of my Father 
upon ycu-—therefore up ali ve 
fearful ones, and lay hold of the 
promise of Cod, that thereby 
you may be guickened m vour 
duty. ‘The Bible tells us, that 
he who waters shall be watered 
again. ‘hlen fear not to sprin- 
kle a few drops upon the dis- 
iat parched land. And while 
we thus water, will not the dew 
descend upon us from above, in 
plentiful showers. If we trust 
in Jesus, that he will be in the 
midst of us, we need not fear 
who is without’ What greater 
encouragement can we wish for? 
We must not however, expect 
to enjoy this privilege unmoles- 
ted. We must look out for tri- 
als, that will perhaps sift the true 
Christian as wheat. Many re- 
proaches have already, and will 
still be cast, upon the lemale 
Society. This is no sure evi- 
dence that the cause is not geod, 
or thatthe work 1s not the Lord’s. 
Jesus plainly taught his disciples 
that in the world they should 
have tribulation—but comfort- 
ing words follow: Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the 
world. It is enough that the 
servant should be as his master. 
Christ says, if they have per- 
secuted me, they will also perse- 
cute you. We shall have ene- 
mies without, and perhaps, some 
withing who will not be friendly 
to the cause, and they may bring 
up an evil report of this good 
work. But, my friends, let us 
x10t fear, neither be cast down. 
But rather obey Jesus,and stretch 
forth the hand of faith and lay 
hold of those promises of God, 
which are applicable in sucha 
case. No weapon formed against 
thee shall prosper—and every 
tongue that shall rise up against 
thee in judgment thou shalt 
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condemn. This is the heritage 
of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me 
saith the Lord. (Isaiah liv. 17. )| 
If we can put our trust in the | 
Lord God, we shall at once see, | 
that neither earth nor hell can 
prevail against us. And as the | 
Lord said unto Moses, speak un- 
to the children of Israel, that 
they go forward—in like man- 
ner does he speak to the direc- 
tors of this Society. Let each 
one take heed that they gonot 
in their own strength, but inthe 
strength of the Lord Jehovah; 
making mention of his righ- 
teousness, and his ouly. Then 
shall we see the pleasure of the 
Lord prosper before us, and the 
wilderness blossom as the rose. 
Jesus is preparing the way, and 
going before—-therefore fear not, 
daughter of Zion—behold thy 
king cometh sitting on an ass’s 
colt—Hosanna, biessed is the 
king that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. What support this 
must be to the Christian, when 
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he reflects that Jesus is in the 
way, the great Captain of our 
salvation ¢ 
search the scriptures. 


bles, we shall find abundant en- 
couragement to proceed, par- , 
ticularly where the children, the 
daughters of Zion are called upon | 
to be in travail for souls. For 
the purpose of being made 
strong in the Lord, let us turn 
to some of them. 

Christ saith to the Church, 
be in pain and labour to bring 
forth, O daughter of Zion, like 
a woman.in travail; for now 
shalt thou go forth out of the 
City, and thou shalt dwell in 
the field, and thou shalt go even 
to Babylon ; there shalt thou be 
delivered; there the Lord shall 


Christ hath told us, | 


If we | ture than they, are enjoying 


are careful to look into our bi- | 


| little. 


, ble blessings. 


| plorable condition ? 
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redeem thee from the hand of 
thine enemies. Arise and 
thresh, O daughter of Zion, for 
1 will make thine horn iron, and 
will make thy hoofs brass, and 
thou shalt beat in pieces many 
people ; and I will consecrate 
their gain unto the Lord, and 
their substance unto the Lord of 
the whole earth. Micahiv. 10,13, 

Now if any of us have in real- 
ity experienced true religion, we 
shall certainly feel in a greater 
or less degree this love for our 
fellow creatures. Our _ hearts 
will bleed in secret for poor 
Christless souls. Will they not 
go forth, even for poor heathens, 
who have never been informed 
of a Saviour, and know not the 
way the truth and the life ‘— 
They have not the bible in their 
hands. They do not enjoy those 
precious and golden privileges 
that we do—the gospel ordinan- 
ces. What a miserable situa- 
tion are they in—ignorant of the 
God who made them—of Christ 
who died for them—of their 
duty, both towards God and man, 
having no one to teach them— 
whilst we, no better by na- 


Sabbath and sanctuary privileges, 


| and instructed in our duty, both 


by faithful ministers and Chis- 
tian friends. We _ indeed have 
line upon line, precept upon pre- 
cept, here a little and therea 
But they are destitute 
of all these great and inestima- 
Are there any 
individuals in this society, whose 
hearts can remain unaffected 
when viewing them in this de- 
If so, it is 
asure evidence that such never 
saw their own depraved hearts, 
and the need of a cure for their 
sin-sick souls. But my unex- 
perienced friends, think not that 
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here is no treasure in the holy 
scriptures, because they have 
never been opened to your un- 
derstanding. This institution 
may be the very means, that 
God designs to make use ef, to 
discover to you hidden treasures, 
with which all the riches of the 
Indies cannot be compared. It 
may be that some souls in this 
society will be saved, in answer 
tothe prayers of those persons, 
to whom this word of life has 
been sent. Therefore do not 
ciscourage any from going in to 
possess the good land; but 
rather put forth your hand, and 
take some of those heavenly 
clusters that are held out to you. 
Let our hands be ready and 
Learts open to contribute, for the 
spiritual relief of perishing fel- 
low mortals, as God gives abil- 
ity and opportunity. What if 
some are obliged to arise early 


and set up late, and even deny 
themselves some of the necessa- 
ries of life, in order to advance 


the litth sum—whilst others 
out of their abundance, may 
throw much into their treasury. 
But let such remember, that 
the widow’s two mites were ac- 
cepted. It is the heart that 
God looketh at. ‘The Lord seeth 
not as man seeth, for man look- 
eth on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the 
lieart. If it is but a free will of- 
fering untothe Lord—be it more 
or less, it will be accepted, and 
returned back four-fold. For 
thus saith our Lord, give and it 
shall be given unto you good 
measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same 
measure that you meet with all, 
it shall be measured to youagain. 
Luke vi. 38. Therefore let us 
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make this precious loan unto 
the Lord—tlet us not be weary 
in well doing; for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not— 
Gal. vi. 9. Those who cannot 
contribute so bountifully as oth- 
ers, nor so much as they wish, 
must be careful to make it up by 
their prayers; for the establish- 
ment of this Society depends 
much, yea, altogether upon the 
exertions and earnest prayer of 
Christians. And we are as 
much dependant on God fora 
spirit of prayer, as for ability to 
give of our substance. But the 
Lord saith, for this will I be en- 
quired of by the house of Israel 
to do it for them. Therefore 
wake all ye praying souls, and 
call upon your God. ‘There 
are many wio need your pray- 
ers—some perhaps within your 
own walls—many all around you; 
but particularly those to whom 
we intend sending the glad news 
of salvation by Jesus Christ—~ 
And for the establishment of 
this Society, let the directors of 
it, and all others that have an 
interest at the throne of grace, 
be earnest with their God for 
its continuance ; for it is he that 
must increase its numbers and 
its funds. All depends upon 
Many may 
say and ail be ready to think, 
that one year will supercede the 
necessity of any further exer- 
tion; but who can tell what 
God is about to do? He may 
open the hearts of the same in- 
dividuals to subscribe again, and 
make large accessions to their 
numbers. Jacob passed over 
Jordan with his stafl, and after- 
wards became two bands.—Thius 
it may be with us, for the Lord 
giveth power to the faint, and to 
them that have no might he in- 
creaseth strength, for they that 
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The reasonableness of animmediate Repentance. 
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wait on the Lord shall renew | Wherefore gird up your loins, 


their strength. Isaiah xl. 29-— 
31. If there are but five wrest- 
ling Jacobs, and Queen Lisihers, 
that are truly engaged to go 
from time to time, to the kine, 
making their petitions with im- 
portunity; the golden sceptre 
will be held out. By the estab- 
lishment of this Society, 
Lord may work wonders, which 
may cause many menrts 
joice. Thereiore, sing, O dau 

ter of Zion ; shout "O i 
be glad and rejoice with all thy 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem, 
fear thou not, 
be slack; the Lord thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty, he 
will save, he will rejoice over 
thee with joy ; he will rest in his 
love. Zeph. iti. 14, 16,17. Sing 
and re O daughter of Zion, 
for, | 
inthe midst = thee, 
Lord; and nations shali 
be joined unto the Lord in that 
d 
and dwell in the midst of them. 
Zech. ii. 10, 11. For], saith the 
Lord, will be unto her a wail of 
fire round about, and a 
in the midst of her; therefore 
Wait ye upon mé¢, saith the hab, 
Now ye friends of this Society, 
fear not to meet often, to con- 
verse about the great and glori- 
ous things which concern the 
kinedom. You will find that in 
Malachi i iti. 16. we ere encour- 
aged to speak eften one to an- 
oiher. They that feared the 
Lord, spake often one to another, 
and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it; and a bock of remem- 
brance was writtcn before him, 
for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name. 
And they shall be mine saith 
the Lord of hosts in that day 
when I make up my jewcis.— 


any 


’ 
rioryv 


s+ 


| 
| 


the : 
| be known unto all m 
to i 


be sober and hope to the end. 
Put on the whole armour of God, 
take the shield of fuith, the he’. 


/met of salvation, and sword of 


the spirit, which is the word of 
God—praying always with all 
prayer and we plication in the 
spirit. Rejoice in the Lord al. 
ways, and ~ your moderation 
on—for the 


Lord isat hand. Let the words 


‘ of Christ dwell in you richly, in 


91 a 


let not thy cords | 


0, Lcome,and I will éwell | 
saith the | 
| Jast 
F | Saviour 
y; and shall be my people, | 


cal 


il wisdom, teaching and ad- 
monishing one another in psalms 
and hymns, and spiritual songs ; 
and whatsoeve r you do, in word 
or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus; and the peace 
of God, which passeth all 

derstanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jegus. Be ye also patient, watch- 
ing your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. The 
yorads Which our dear 
spoke to his disciples, 
were, observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you, and, 


(lo, lam with you always, even 





to the end of the world. 


— + a 


On the reasonablencss of an im- 
meciate repentance. 


S 


rage 383, vol. iv.] 


fContin. from 
7 | would next recommend to 
"HR all who think themselves 
impe nitent, to take into consid- 
eration the dreadful sin ef insult- 
ing the infinite God, by post- 
pening repentance till some fu- 
ture, more convenient season— 
Let us consider what is the real 
languere of those who defer re- 
pentance till some future peti- 
ed. At present they are rebels 
eainst the government of God ; 
hey have evil hearts of unbelief; 
hey have gone astray ever since 


a 
a 
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‘ 
4 
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they were born; they have sin- 
ned against the most convin- 
cing evidence; W hen they have 
known their duty, they have not 
been willing to perform it; and, 
to add a deeper stain to their 
guiit, although they have been 
frequently intreated to repent 
and forsake their sins, they have 
uniformly refused. Stull God 
exhibits himself on the mercy 
seat once more, and causes it 
again to be proclaimed in their 
ears, that now is the accefited time. 
To requite him for this renewed 
instance of long-suffering kind- 
ness and tender mercy, they, 
with unexampled insclence, form 
the cool and deliberate conclu- 
sion, that they will continue in 
rebellion till they find a more 
acreeable time to repent and re- 
nounce their sins. ‘To assist us 
in estimating the awful crimi- 
nality of such conduct, let us 
consider an earthly parent, (yet 
Oh, how inadequate must be the 
comparison between the kind- 
ness and forbearance 
ated being, and the forgiving 
love of. léhiovah :) let us consid- 

>aparent who had brought up 
his famiiy with all possible ten- 
derness and care; who had 
spent days of toil, and nights of 
wakefuiness to provide for their 
wants, and to watch arainst the 
dangers which might beset their 
paths; and who had uniformly 
and invariably exhibited himself 
the benefactor, the friend, the 
bountiful parent of his family.— 
Let us suppose his chiklven to 
be possessed of a different svirit, 
toshow no gratitude for his kind- 
hess, to set themselves in array 
against hig government, and to 
behave unceasingly in such a 
manner as to wound his {cciines, 
and throw the family into a sit- 
nation of confusion and constant 
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unhappiness. If, when he mild- 
ly remonstrated, informing them 
that they were destroying them- 
selves, and that he would offer 
every assistance to recover them 
from the devious paths of error, 
and bring them back to wr a 
ence and ha 'ppiness ; but that h 
could not always bear wit! n their 
obstinacy, and should be obliged 
to disinherit and renounce them 
finally, unless they complied 
with his wishes and their duty ; 
if they then abused his tender- 
ness, and treated his proffered 
favor with contumely, reproach 
and arrravated rebellion, alledg- 
ing that they should return to 
their duty whenever they pleas- 
ed, how ungrateful should we 
pronounce their conduct, how 
hardened their hearts, and how 
just the indignation of the af- 
flicted parent! if this faint sketch 
should exhibit ingratitude and 
obstinacy in an odious licht, 
how deep must be the stain of 
that guilt which refuses to obey 
the call of God, the kindest of 

enefactors, the ever glorious 
and Almighty Father. 

There is one reflection which 
ought tosirikethe minds of those 
who are of the conduct 
which I have been conside ring’, 
With terror, if not with centri- 
tion. It is this: God has the 
power to cut them off in the 
midst of their wickedness, and 
they have no security that he 
will not exercise the power.— 
He certainly is in no need of 
their assistance or obedience 3 
for witha word he could create 
any number of glorious and obe- 
cient bein Lehold, even to 
the moon, and tt shincth not; ved, 
the stars are not j 
how much less man that ts a worn; 
and the son of man witch is a 
worm? There is, indeed, an 
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awful declaration that those who, 
being frequently refiroved, har- 
den their necks, shall be sudden- 
ly destroyed, and that without 
remedy. ‘Tosuch persons, also, 
a solemn passage in the first 
chapter of Proverbs, is peculiar- 
ly applicable: Beeause I have 
called and ve refused; I have 
stretched out my hand but no man 
regarded; but ve have set at 
nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my refiroof; Lalso will 
laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as desola- 
tion, and your destruction cometh 
asa whirlwind ; when distress and 
anguish cometh ufion you. 

8. Upon this naturally arises 
a consideration which might 
justly be esteemed important by 
every sinner, and which the bi- 
ble teaches to be of the greatest 
importance. I allude to the 


danger of being suffered to go 


on according to the inclination of 
a hard and impeniient heart— 
It is a truth which can be 
abundantly proved both from 
scripture and experience, that 
the heart of man is exceedingly 
prone to sin; and it seems 
equally evident to every think- 
ing mind, that the way of sin is 
the way of misery, and that add 
they who hate wisdom, love death. 
At least these truths must be 
believed by all who believe the 
bible; and therefore it seems 
proper that the consideration of 
being left to the native wickedness 
of the human heart should fill 
the conscience with alarm. The 
man who has a just sense of the 
plague of his own heart, and the 
wickedness of lis past life, de- 
precates, above ali thines, the 
being left to his own froward in- 
elinations, and his own evil hab- 
its. So in all revivals of reli- 





[Avcusr, 


gion where the attention of 
people is excited to seek after 
salvation, the common and earn- 
est prayer is, that serious things 
may not wear off from their 
minds, and that they may not 
relapse into their former stu. 
pidity and deadness. They are 
convinced how unspeakably great 
their danger was while thev re- 
mained secure in sin ; and thei 
greatest fear now is, that they 
shall be left to their natural 
hardness of heart, and blindness 
of mind. They recollect, with 
sensations of astonisment, their 
former obduracy, and the light 
views which they had_ been 
wont to enterain with respect to 
eternal things; and they see 
that it is of God’s rich mercy 
that they have now any sense of 
the madness and danger of sin. 
But those persons who fee) at 
ease for the present and expect 
to attend to religion at some 
more convenient season, are not 
in a less dangerous situation 
because they are insensible of 
their danger. They are travel- 
ling that dismal road, with their 
eyes shut, in which thousands 
have gone before them to de- 
struction. To such the follow- 
ing passages of scripture may 
well be addressed. Therefore 
shall they eat of the fruit of their 
own way, and be filled with their 
own devices. And it shall come 
to fiass at that time, that I all 
seurch Jerusalem wiih candies, 
and fiunish the men that are set- 
tled on their lees ; that say in thetr 
heart, The Lord will not do good, 
neither will he do evil. 

9. Again, let persons who 
are inclined to procrastinate in 
these all-important concerns, cast 
their eyes upon those who have 
heretofore given place to the 
same inclination, and they must 
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be awakened unless they are 
the subjects ofa most danger- 
ous infatuation. How few, alas, 
of those who in their youth flat- 
tered themselves that in old age 
they should repent, have ever 
been permitted to see that peri- 
od. While inthe midst of their 
worldly schemes, perhaps while 
just entering upon a vast round 
of business, Which was to be ac- 
complished before they could at- 
tend to religion, they were taken 
from the earth, and obliged to 
give an account of all the deeds 
done in the body. How ill must 
they be prepared to render the 
reasons of their continuing in 
impenitency and sin! But even 
suppose they have reached the 
period of old age ; that period 
which in their confused imagi- 
nations they had intended to de- 
vote to the service of God, what 
is their situation ? With hands 
which have labored in the service 
of Mammon ; with hearts which 
have been filled with the lusts of 
this vain and corrupting world, 
how can they perform a service 
acceptable to God ? Can those 
eyes which, for a long series, 
have gazed with satisfaction upon 
the temptations which surround 
them, be raised toward Him who 
dwelleth in the heavens, in hum- 
bie adoration! Can the tongue 
which has been long accustom- 
ed to profane the name of its 
Maker, be suddenly brought to 
praise the Great Benefactor, and 
turned in old age to the voice of 
melody? Far otherwise. The 
man who has lived to old age 
Without religion, is in a state 
little less than hopeless. Is he 
avaricious? His whole soul is 
more and more engrossed with 
the love of riches; death is 
entirely excluded from his 
thoughts; and he acts as tho’ 
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he was secure of living forever 
here on earth. Is he sensual ? 
His mind becomes still more the 
seat of unlawful desire, and he 
not unfrequently acts the part of 
a pander to his young relations 
and acquaintance, not content 
with offering himself as a vic- 
tim on the altar of intemperance 
and brutism. Is he ambitious ? 
The desire of fame gains new 
vigor the longer it is indulged, 
and a man is never more fond 
of popular favor than in his do- 
tage. In short, whatever world- 
ly thing maintains dominion in 
the heart of man to the exclu- 
sion of religion till old age, it 
takes away even all seeming ex- 
cellence, and deadens the sub- 
ject of it to all considerations, 
except those which belong to 
this vain and deceitful world. 
C. Y.A. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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ORDINATIONS. 

ON Wednesday the 23d of 
May, was ordained at Kingsbor- 
ough, (Johnstown,) the Rev. 
E.isua Yate, to the pastoral 
care of the Church and Society 
in that place. The Rev. Charles 
McCabe, of Milton, (N. Y.) made 
the introductory prayer. The 
Rev. Nathan Perkins, pv. Dd. of 
West-Hartford, (Conn.) preach- 
ed the sermon, from 2 Cor. iv. 
5. “ We fircach not ourselves, 
but Christ Jesus the Lord, and 
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.” ‘The Rev. Coanrod Ten 
Eick, of Maytield, (N. Y.) made 
the consecrating prayer; during 
which Dr. Perkins, and the Rev. 
Messrs. Jon Eick, McCabe and 
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Shchard, imposed hands. ‘The 
Rev. Samuel Shepard, of Lenox, 
(Ms.) gave the charge. ‘The 
Rev. Churles McCabe gave the 
right hand of fellowship ; and 
the Rev. Dr. Perkins made the 
concluding prayer. A peculiar 
solemnity, during the whole ser- 
vice, Was manifested by a nu- 
merous auditory convened on 
the interesting occasion. 
ee 

ON the 4th instant, the Rev. 
Davip DIcKINsoN, Was inau- 
eurated to the pastoral care of 
the Church of Christ in Meriden, 
State of New- Hampshire. — 
public solemnitics of the occ 
sion were performed cteinliian 
to the following method of ar- 
rangement.— The Rev. Jcsefih 
Blodget, of Greenwich, (Ms.) 
made the introductory prayer. 
The Rev. Thomas Lfoli, of Hard- 
wick, (Ms.) delivered the ser- 
mon, from Colossians i. 28.— 
“ Whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man tin 
all wisdom 3 that we may present 
every man perfect in Curis? 
JESUS.” ‘The Rev. 4sa Burton, 
of Thetford, (Vt.) made the con- 
secrating prayer. The Rev. 
Eden Burroughs, of Hanover, 
(N. Hi.) delivered the 
The Rev. Jacob Hav 
den, (N. EL.) gave the right hand 
of fellowship. And the Rev. 
Joshua Crosby, of Greenwich, 
( Ms.) made the concluding pray- 
cr. ‘The profound attention of 
& numerous assembly of 
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Donation to the Micsicnary Soctety of Connecticut. 
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serious sense of the solemn and 
interesting scene. The entire 
unanunity of the Church and 
people, on the joyous and yet 
momentous occasion, presayes 
consejuences auspicious to that 
branch of Zion. 


QUESTION.—An explana. 
tion is desired, by one of our 
readers, of a passage in the &th 
chapier to the Romans, from the 
19th to the 23d vr. inclusive, 








AT a Meeting of the Gen. 
ral Association of the State of 
Connecticut, holden in North-Ho- 
ven, on the third Tuesday in June, 
1804—7 he fullowing persons were 
chosen Trustees of the Missionary 
Socicty of Connecticut, Sor the ei- 
Sul Year, UlZ—e 


His honor Joun TREADWELL, 
Esq. the honorable Messrs. O1- 
IVER E_swortH, RoGER Nzew- 
BERRY, AARON AUSTIN, Jona- 
THAN Brack, Joun Daven- 
vport—Lhe Rev. Messrs. Ben- 
jamin Trumbull, po. p. Levi Hart, 
D. dD. Cyfirian Strong, D. D. Na- 
than Strong, vb. D. Nathan Per- 
kins, D. D. and Elijah Parsone. 


AxprREW Kinessury, Esq. 
was chosen Treasurer, and Jonn 
Porter, Esq. Auditor of the 
Society. 

ATTES?, 
LeMUEL TYLER, Scribe, 
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